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The Witney Motor Company Ltd 

01993 702620 
Avenue 3, Station Lane, Witney 
enquire@witneymotors.co.uk 

www.witneymotors.co.uk 

MOTs £45 
Quote 

Grapevine 

 

PELLMANS 
 

Your Local Solicitors 
 

   •  Business and Employment Law            • Property 
       Contracts, Legal Compliance                      Residential, Commercial 
       and Disputes                          and Agricultural 
 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts                 
 Tax Planning and Lasting 

                                                Powers of Attorney 
 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4TB 
Home visits and evening appointments available  

http://www.pellmans.co.uk/
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Thank you to Bruce Hammersley for the cover photo  

The Churches in the Benefice of 
Hanborough and Freeland are 

beginning to open… 
St. Peter and St. Paul 

Holy Communion 
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

at 6pm 
(First service on Sunday 4th October) 

 

Please book for these services by emailing: 
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

 

St. Mary the Virgin Freeland 
Open for Private Prayer  

on Tuesdays and Saturdays  
from 9.00am – 6pm 

 

‘Zoom’ services continue - please  see  
page 9 for details 

mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
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Nicola Ruddick MCFHP MAFHP 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

 

 Caring for feet of all ages in West Oxfordshire 

 •    Cutting and filing long or thickened toenails 
 •    Reducing hard skin and removing corns 
 •    Treating verrucas, fungal toenail infections, and ingrown toenails 
 •    Caring for the diabetic and high risk foot 
 

       www.nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       nicola@nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       07824 363601 

 

 

Livey’s Taxi 
 

Local & Regional 
Airports  ~  Stations 
 North Leigh based 

 
    4, 6 and 8 Seater Vehicles 

 

 Tel: 07979 507535 
 

Credit Cards Accepted 

Commercial & Residential 

High quality fencing that suits your requirements 
and budget 

Fully insured, we guarantee all our work. For a quote on  
your fencing requirements, call Freeland Fencing today 

01993 882 186       john@freelandfencing.co.uk 

•  Close Board Fencing 
 

•  Panel Fencing 
 

•  Trellis Fencing 
 

•  Wooden Gates 
 

•  Shed Installation 
 

•  Decking 
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Useful contact details: 
 

Rector: Position vacant         Associate Vicar:  Rev. Sue Spankie 

            01993 706469 

             Email: revsue@gst.org.uk 

Curates:       

Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones         Rev. Mike Madden 

01993 881936           E: curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

Email: curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

 

Licensed Lay Ministers: 

Clive Berry  01993 882080         Hugh Dalton Emeritus 01993 881742 
 

Churchwardens:           Flowers in the Church: 

Claire Soanes      Steve Mellin         Janet Dalton 

01993 883205      01993 882044       01993 881742 
 

Weddings: 

Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones 

01993 881936        

Email: curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

 

All sorts of interesting information about St Mary’s can be seen on the “A Church Near 

You” website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/5863 
 

If you have any interesting pictures that could be used on this site, please contact 

Roy Thomas on 01993 881 001 or email: print@associatedagencies.co.uk 

 

You can see a virtual tour of St Mary’s on Google Street View at:  

http://goo.gl/g53NJH 

 

While the church building is closed, St Mary’s Junior Church is temporarily  

suspended. However children - with their parent(s) - are very welcome to join 

the online benefice service - see page 9 for details.  There is a craft activity  

every week.  
 

The parents and carers of the ‘Babies & Toddlers at St. Mary’s’ are keeping in 

touch virtually. Please contact Alice Harden (01993 886833) for more details.  
 

11+ Hitchhikers are now meeting on a Sunday evening via Zoom.  

Please contact  Rev. Sue Spankie (revsue@gst.org.uk) for more information. 
 

The above information is correct at the date published (20/9/2020). Should any 

changes be necessary, the up-to-date information can be found at 

www.hanboroughparish.co.uk 
 

*********************************** 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
 

Wedding:  Alexandra Beaupré Bell Studdy and Thomas Leo Brotherton Williams 

29th August 2020 

mailto:curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/stmarynave
mailto:revsue@gst.org.uk
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk
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Letter from our Associate Vicar: 
As I write the sun is shining on a lovely Sunday afternoon in September. By the time 

you read this it will be October, the nights will be drawing in and the days will be  

cooler. The sun might still be shining but, not carrying the same degree of warmth. 
 

This week we have heard that there has been a re-introduction of restrictions due to 

the pandemic and that the number of new cases has risen. People are now speaking of 

preparations for Harvest, Remembrance and indeed Christmas and what these services 

and events might all look like. Nothing is certain, we are getting used to change, or are 

we? Change comes with challenges as we constantly assimilate new information and 

accommodate it into our understanding of the world so that we can continue to live.  

Living life to the full is a challenge at the best of times! But, learning to live life to the 

full in these ever-changing circumstances is interesting! 
 

There is something that is certain. As Christians we believe that Jesus is with us, loves 

us and will stand with us for  

 ‘Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not  

 see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 
 

 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so 

 that what is seen was not made out of what was visible’. [Hebrews 11:1-3] 
 

The world too is under stress, from pollution in its many different forms. Some of this 

we can see, however some is less obvious. 
 

There is so much that we can enjoy in our world. To enjoy it we must be good  

custodians, protecting our environment and wildlife, saving animals from extinction and 

considering others by thinking about our own carbon footprint. 
 

There is a lot to think about, to reflect on and act on.  My prayer is that God will lay on 

our hearts how he would like us to act both in relation to others in our community but 

also in our world, so that we might be the custodians that he created us to be. 
 

With Love and Every Blessing 
 

The Reverend Sue Spankie 
 

*********************************** 

ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN, FREELAND  -  UPDATES 

•   We are scheduled to hold our Annual Meeting of Parishioners (AMP) at which 

Churchwardens are elected for the next year, immediately followed by the Annual  

Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) for other regular business on 11th October. As 

you might expect - where, when and how this can take place in the current situation is 

unclear at present. 
 

•   One of our very popular Annual services is the “Commemoration of the Faithful 

Departed” which is held on a Sunday evening as close to All Souls Day as possible and 

would normally be held this year on 1st November. At present the Churchwardens 

and Clergy are investigating possible ways this might be held remotely, although it  

cannot be guaranteed. 
 

Please check the Church Notice Board by the Lychgate for further updates 

on these and any other important matters. 
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FAIRFIELD BUILDING SERVICES LIMITED 

We are a Freeland based company that aims to provide the highest  

quality Maintenance and Garden Design services to house owners. 

 

NO VAT. Free initial visit & quotation. The company is fully insured. 

All of the company’s maintenance work is covered by a six month  

guarantee period. Client References available on request. 

If you would like to discuss any of the above services, please call 
 

Tod Fairfield on (P) 01993 882217   (M) 07717 062512 - Thank you 

● Brickwork ● Re-pointing ● Garden Design 

● Stonework ● Patios and Paving ● Garden Maintenance 

● Redecorations ● Wall and floor tiling ● Fascias & gutters 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH BELLS 
If you have been out enjoying an early Sunday morning walk, and with the wind in the 

right direction, you may have heard Combe bells ringing for the permitted 15 minutes 
before service. Likewise, if you have been undertaking a lap of Blenheim, the bells of 

Bladon and Woodstock would have caught your ear. This may have had you wondering 

why you haven't heard St Mary's bells ringing recently? 
 

Each tower in the country had to undertake a risk assessment and maintenance check of 
the bells before a return to ringing could be contemplated. Whilst St Mary's bells are in 

fine working order, the proximity of the bells in the very compact ringing room means 

we do not meet the safe distancing guidelines and hence are unable to return to ringing 

at this point in time. 
 

Please contact the Tower Secretary, Michael Probert (882687) should you wish to  

discuss any bell ringing matters. 
 

You can see more about Freeland Bell Ringers under the “Clubs and Groups” section of 
the village website  www.freelandoxon.co.uk 
 

**************************************** 

HANBOROUGH METHODIST CHURCH 
Contact: Gill Breakspear  Tel: 883914.  Email: gillbreakspear@btinternet.com 
 

Long Hanborough Methodist Church will be open for church services on the 1st and 

3rd Sunday of this month.  The services will be as follows: 
 

Sunday   4th Oct - 10am - Rev Charles Harris - at the Methodist Church 
 

Sunday 11th Oct - 10am - Rev Fred Ireland - Zoom service 
 

Sunday 18th Oct - 10am - Mrs Margaret Broadberry - at the Methodist Church 
 

Sunday 25th Oct - 10am - Mr Eddie Fowler - Zoom service 
 

If you wish to join in on a Zoom service, please contact Gill - details as above.  

We look forward to welcoming you all - whether in our church or on Zoom! 
 

**************************************** 

RIDE & STRIDE - Saturday 12th September 2020 
Thank you everyone who sponsored the StRiders or visited churches. This year has been 

different because of COVID-19 precautions. Instead of the usual welcome there was only 
a sheet to sign! The amount raised for Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust will be  

announced when all the money has been received.                                            John Fox 

 

HANBOROUGH AND FREELAND  BENEFICE   

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

As a Benefice, we are now holding some services of worship in person - please see  

page 3 for more details, look at our website (www.hanboroughparish.co.uk)  

or contact our administrator for up-to-date details of when these are being held,  

and for further information about joining us for worship in person. 
 

Our ‘Zoom’ service continues at 10am on Sunday morning.  If you would like to 

join our Zoom service, please email: administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk  
 

Alternatively, you can also join services at 10.00am every Sunday morning on 

the Oxford Diocesan Livestream. You can also catch up at any time.  

www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream 

http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER,  EYNSHAM 
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton 

and Northmoor.  
 

THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries  

by phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 

The Retired Priest: Father Martin Flatman is available on  07719 646790 or  

email frmartinflatman@gmail.com    
 

Address : Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR   Phone:  01865 881613  

Website:  www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

On the Website you can click on Newsletter to see more details of Covid Regulations with 

a message from Father Mark & also see Father Martin’s weekly Homily/Sermon on YouTube 
 

Our Church is now OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASS but only on Saturday night at 

5.00pm and Sunday morning at 10.00am.  

Everyone has to be masked and appropriate hygiene and social distancing measures are 

in place with stewards on duty to make sure everyone keeps to the Regulations.  

Capacity is limited so the Church only opens 15 minutes before each Mass and it is 

possible that if you come at the last minute there might not be room for you.  
 

***************************************** 

FREELAND GARDENING CLUB 
As expected, there is still no news of when Club meetings can be held again. Jill will 

keep us informed of any changes and what the Committee plan to do. The Committee 

will be discussing what form the Annual General Meeting in October will take. 
 

Gardening continues regardless of Covid-19 and many of us have had more time to 

spend outdoors. We hope many have enjoyed produce from their gardens such as  

vegetables, apples, pears and plums, and soft fruit such as blackcurrants and  

blackberries, strawberries and raspberries. After the long dry spell we have had plenty 

of rain which has helped to swell the fruits. Tomatoes in the greenhouse are also  

coming to an end. If a ripe tomato is placed with a group of green ones, perhaps on a 

window sill, the green ones will also ripen.                                                                                 
 

Autumn has certainly arrived which means it is a good time to take stock of our beds, 

cut down spent flowers, remove annuals as they finish flowering, and generally see what 

has worked this year and plan for the future. Bulbs have arrived and most of these can 

be planted out when purchased. It is often worth planting tulips a bit later to prevent 

tulip blight. It is quite satisfying to clear the beds ready for next year’s planting. 

When clearing vegetable beds one can plant green manure to cover the bare space.  

This is dug in when spring comes to fertilise the soil. Home composting is also a good 

way to turn green waste into useful organic matter to spread round the garden. 
 

For further information about the Freeland Gardening Club please contact Ray and Jill 

Evans at jillandray@btinternet.com                     Janet Dalton  (Publicity Secretary) 

  THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET 
  Witney    08.30 - 13.30     Fri  25 September      Fri 23 October 

  Woodstock    08.30 - 13.00     Sat   3 & 17 Oct        Sat   7 November  

  Details of other Farmers’ Markets at www.tvfm.org.uk 

mailto:stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk/
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Wroslyn Road, Freeland OX29 8AQ 
 

Open: Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm,  
Sunday 9.30am - 5.00pm 

 

Tel:- 01993 881430 
 

Website:  https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 

 

Spring bulbs 
 

Winter flowering plants for baskets and containers 
 

Ornamental trees, fruit trees and shrubs 
 

Main crop potatoes 
 

Large range of compost, bark, manure and mulches 
 

Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey 
 

Coal, logs and kindling wood 

 

Kavanaghs 
Chartered Accountants 

 

Are you looking for an award winning local firm of chartered  
accountants to deal with your tax, accountancy, VAT or payroll  

affairs? We offer free consultations, fixed fees and flexible  
working hours to meet your needs.  

Give Jan or Kevin a call now on 01865 883597, or check out  
the testimonials from our existing clients on our website at: 

 

www.kavanaghsaccountants.co.uk 
 

Email: jan@kavanaghsaccountants.co.uk 
 

1 Abbey Street 
Eynsham 
OX29 4TB 

http://www.kavanaghsaccountants.co.uk
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FREELAND PARISH COUNCIL – LISA’S NOTES - SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

As I type these notes our last meeting was held on 20th July and our next meeting is 

on 21st September, so here is a brief update.  
 

Parish Council meetings 

Parish Council meetings continue to be held remotely via Zoom so if any members of 

the public wish to join the meeting, please see the details posted on the village website 

(under Parish Council/Agendas) and on the village notice boards, or you can contact me 

at lisa.fpc@gmail.com to obtain the details.  
 

Coronavirus – an update  

The central phone line 01993 651330 has now been cancelled and will no longer 

operate.   

For anyone who is particularly worried about managing with prescription collections 

after this time, please speak to the pharmacy on 01993 880351 to see if you can be 

put on their list for direct deliveries from them.   

Following on from my list of ‘thank yous’ last month, I realised that I had forgotten to 

thank our District Councillor Merilyn Davies, (sorry!) who helped to get the  

Co-op delivery service agreed and up and running, and also liaised with Blenheim to 

enable the loan of a delivery van. Thank you Merilyn, this service was brilliant and much 

appreciated by those who were not able to leave the house for their essential shopping. 
 

We have decided to keep the food bank going for the time being, so please continue to 

donate as and when you can (non-perishable goods only please).  My thanks to  

everyone who has donated items to the food bank, your help has been greatly  

appreciated. 
 

Recycling bins at Riely Close, Long Hanborough 

I have been advised that following a request from Hanborough Parish Council, WODC 

will be removing the recycling bins from the car park in Riely Close. This is due to an 

increase in fly tipping that has become out of control, despite them being emptied three 

times a week, and overflowing bins,  

The bins will be collected on Friday 18th September, after which there will no longer be 

recycling collections from this point.  

Once they are removed, WODC and Hanborough Parish Council will look at ways of 

improving the car park. Currently there are alternative recycling sites at Sainsbury’s and 

Woodford Way car park, (behind Marriott’s Walk/Witney Hospital), and also at Dix 

Pit, Stanton Harcourt. 
 

Salt Cross Garden Village 

The Council have been advised that when the Garden Village is built, there will be a 

change in priority at the Cuckoo Lane junction included in the plan to deter vehicles 

coming through Freeland from the A40.  In the plan, it states “Measures to deter through 

traffic travelling between the A40 and A4095 via Cuckoo Lane and Freeland Village.  A change 

in priority on Cuckoo Lane to discourage traffic routing through Freeland village must be  

provided and technologies to support monitoring of the effectiveness of this will be required.” 
 

Continued…………. 

mailto:lisa.fpc@gmail.com
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MARTIN DREW 
FSSCh DipPodMed MBChA 

 

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Established in 1990 

 

Home visits available in Freeland area by appointment 
 

Registered with Health Professions Council  
Reg.No CH19287 

 

E.mail:  martindrew889@gmail.com 
 

www.martindrew-chiropodist.co.uk 
 

Tel. 01993 851130 

 

Hollis Painting & Decorating 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Fully Insured 
 

                                David Hollis 
 

                      3 Busby Close, Freeland, Witney OX29 8TA 
 

                       Tel: 01993 886903    Mobile: 07818 471263 
 

hollis.paints@sky.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     •   Caring, one to one dog grooming service 
     •   Variety of services to suit all breeds and coats 
     •   Fully qualified and insured 

     •   Located in Long Hanborough 
 

         Debbie Hazell           Mobile: 07803 728298 
         C&G Level 2 Dog Grooming         Email: contact@debsdoggroomingsalon.co.uk 
         BSc Animal Behaviour & Welfare       facebook.com/debsdoggroomingsalon 
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Continued……… 

Dog’s mess around Freeland 

Time for a moan I’m afraid! I’ve had several residents mention to me recently about 

dog’s mess in the village which has gradually been getting worse over the past few 

months. Particular areas of concern are the path around the corn field at the back of 

Broadmarsh Lane, the playing field and the footpaths in the woods. I know it is just a 

minority of people who don’t clear up after their four-legged friends, but it spoils it for 

the rest of us and it is a health hazard, especially for young children. Please, please use 

the dog bins provided around the village and scoop the poop!  Thanks! 
 

Speeding in Freeland 

It is a sad fact that speeding is still very much prevalent in the village, often committed 

by our own residents! Our Speedwatch Team are hoping to resume their activities 

soon, but can I please ask everyone to just slow down and watch their speed, in  

particular around the school area and church and pub/village hall area where there are 

some nasty blind bends and parked cars. The Parish Council is hoping to have a traffic 

survey carried out in the near future to try and establish how much traffic is currently 

coming through the village and to see what other measures can be taken to help  

reduce traffic and speeding through Freeland. I will keep you updated on any progress. 
 

Planning for the future – Government White Paper 

The government has issued a number of planning consultations and a call for evidence. 

The most important of which is Planning for the Future, a White Paper with radical and 

far reaching proposals. There are numerous changes being proposed to the current 

planning system, too many to mention here, but the four main proposals are: 

•   revisions to the standard method for assessing local housing need, which as well as 

being a proposal to change guidance in the short term has relevance to proposals for 

land supply reforms set out in Planning for the Future; 

•   securing of First Homes, sold at a discounted market price for first time buyers, 

including key workers, through developer contributions in the short term until the 

transition to a new system. This was consulted on in February and they are now asking 

about the detail; 

•   temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to 

contribute to affordable housing, to up to 40 or 50 units to support SME builders; in 

designated rural areas it is proposed to maintain the current threshold; 

•   extending the current Permission in Principle to major housing-led development so 

landowners and developers now have a fast route to secure the principle of  

development for housing on sites without having to work up detailed plans first. 

I would urge you to take a look at the proposals at the following link: 

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future and feedback 

any comments or evidence, or you can email your comments to:   

planningforthefuture@communities.gov.uk 

The deadline for responses is 11.45pm, 29th October 2020. 
 

Planning Applications: 

All planning applications can be viewed on line from the Village Website at 

www.freelandoxon.co.uk (under Parish Council/Planning Tracker) or via the  

Continued….... 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
mailto:planningforthefuture@communities.gov.uk
http://www.freelandoxon.co.uk
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Stay at SHEPHERDS  HALL 
 
 
 

We offer a selection of fully ‘en-suite’ bedrooms  
fitted with television. 

These are available on a weekly basis, 
or for longer periods, if required. 

 
 

 

For further information, phone Liz or David Fyson 
 

01993 881256 

 

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
 

PLASTERING 
 

SPECIALISING IN THE DOMESTIC MARKET 
FOR ALL YOUR INTERNAL PLASTERING 

 

 

Tel: 01608 811642     Mobile: 07710 170049 
 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

 

BEAUCHAMP & BUTLER LTD 
 

Top Quality Bathrooms/Shower Rooms 
 

(All trades included) 

 

All work guaranteed: Gassafe 180202 
 

Free Estimates  :  01865 735278 
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Continued………. 

WODC website at www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning . You can also contact the  

Planning Team at WODC on 01993 861420 and view the documents at Woodgreen 

Council Offices.Applications Received:  None. 
 

Applications Approved:  

20/01839/HHD 57 BROADMARSH LANE, FREELAND. 

Erection of two storey rear extension for Mr Simon Hole. 
 

20/01804/HHD 189 WROSLYN ROAD, FREELAND. 

Construction of front entrance porch for Mr Jason Rowland. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Contacting the Council & Date of Next Meeting: 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held virtually via Zoom on  

Monday 19th October at 7.30pm.  Details of how to join the meeting will be  

available from Wednesday 14th October on the village website (under Parish  

Council/Agendas) and the notice boards or by contacting me at lisa.fpc@gmail.com  
 

If you wish to contact the Parish Council about a particular matter and have access to 

the internet, please have a look at the village website where lots of useful information is 

held. The website can be accessed via www.freelandoxon.co.uk . Alternatively, 

please contact me between the hours of 9.00am – 5.00pm, Monday to Friday -  

Lisa Smith, Parish Clerk on 01993 880067 or email lisa.fpc@gmail.com . 
 

****************************************** 

FREELAND FOOTBALL CLUB NEWS 
200 Club Draw - 1st August 

1st prize: £  20 No.     10   D. Brooker 

2nd prize: £  10 No.   142 C. McNeil 

3rd prize: £    5   No.   128 H. Irwin 
 

200 Club Draw - 29th August 

1st prize: £  20 No.   101   M. Sharp 

2nd prize: £  10 No.     50 D. Kershaw 

3rd prize: £    5   No.     13 M. O’Hara 
 

Finally we have been able to return to the pitch after the early curtailment of the  

season in March.  
 

A new look side have now played two games, winning one 2-0 against Charlton and 

being defeated by Bure Park 4-2 when, with the chances we had, we maybe should have 

taken something from the game.  

Our Under 14 and Under 17 sides are also about to start their respective seasons.  
 

Our latest fixtures are (all 14.30 KO):  

Saturday 26th September  Away to Yarnton  

Saturday 10th October      Home to Marston  

Saturday 17th October      Home to Cropredy  

Saturday 24th October      Home to Garsington  

Saturday 31st October       Away to Chesterton  

Ben Symonds - Secretary Freeland FC  

www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/          Twitter:   @freeland_fc 

http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning
mailto:lisa.fpc@gmail.com
http://www.freelandoxon.co.uk
mailto:lisa.fpc@gmail.com
https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/


18 

      

     All aspects of electrical installation work 
     Periodic testing + inspections (safety checks) 
     Portable Appliance Testing 
     Part P registered and fully insured 
     NOT  VAT  REGISTERED 
 

   J  M  FENNYMORE 
 

    Electrician 
 

   07816 650 011 
 

     jason@jmfennymore.co.uk 

           Licensed Taxis 

 

S J LAY 
_____________________________________________ 

PLUMBING…HEATING…LEADWORK 
COMPLETE BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

WET ROOMS 
BOILER REPLACEMENT 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

CONTACT :                                      GAS SAFE : 65024 
              STEVE  : 07969 930518 
              ADAM  : 07805 201618 
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TEAMS 4U SHOEBOXES 2020 
Due to the pandemic this year, most things have been disrupted.  

Hopefully, the Shoebox Appeal will still take place. Therefore, if you are  

able and willing to help fill a box we would be very grateful.  

For more information, please contact Helen Molden 882305. 
 

You will appreciate that this is a changing situation, but we are confident that the  

children will receive our boxes.        Thank you 

Freeland Pre-School provide high quality Pre-school  

education for 2 to 5-year olds. We are a small, friendly and 

welcoming Pre-school, with a large outdoor space.  
 

Our Pre-school is situated within the grounds of Freeland 

Primary School and enjoys strong links with the school, 

which in turn aids a smooth transition for children into the 

foundation stage class, with whom we also share a garden.  
 

 Freeland Pre-School is committed to safeguarding your child. 
 

Children can do half day sessions 8.45am/9.15am – 12.15pm or 12.15pm–3.15pm 

or full days from 8.45am/9.15am - 3.15pm, term time only.  
 

 Pricing: am or pm sessions £15 / full day £30 

 Early bird session starting at 8.45am £2.50.  
 

 We offer funding for 2, 3 and 4 years for 15 hours or 30 hours. 
 

Spaces available now 

 News 

 The children have all settled in well to pre-school and getting used to the routine. 

 We were lucky enough to receive some money from the Councillor priority fund to  

 buy some lovely new resources for pre-school. Thank you. 

 Thank you to everyone in the village who took part in the Bear Hunt, raising £185. 
 

 We started our outdoor explorers’ sessions in the woods and the children had a  

 great time. 

 

 T:01993 882945  E:freelandpg@hotmail.co.uk W:www.freelandpreschool.org 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/freelandpreschool 

mailto:freelandpg@hotmail.co.uk
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      1st HANBOROUGH FREELAND SCOUT GROUP 
                 Thank you for your patience as we navigate the new 

       guidelines for getting our groups back together.  
 

       The group leaders and Executive Committee have been 

working hard behind the scenes to make arrangements for how we can operate moving 

forward.  
 

All the group leaders from Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers have written extensive 

risk assessments to meet the stringent requirements from the national Scouts  

organisation and to follow the most recent government guidelines. Rest assured that 

we are doing everything we can to make things as safe as possible for our members.  
 

We have contacted all parents and carers of our young people with details of our plans 

and how we will be operating in the coming months. We are aiming to offer a  

combination of Zoom virtual meetings and some face-to-face activities in small groups 

outside.  
 

Next month I will let you know the kinds of activities that we have been doing! 
 

We are expecting to need more volunteers to help us keep going during this  

challenging time. Please contact Adam, our Group Scout Leader, by email: 

gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out how you can get involved with Beavers, Cubs, 

Scouts or Explorers.  
 

Keep yourself informed with news from the national Scouts Association by following 

them on Twitter @UKScouting or on Facebook @scoutassociation. You can also 

visit our website for regular news updates from us:   www.hfscouting.org.uk 
 

Matthew Ruddle (Publicity Rep) 
 

******************************** 

FREELAND WI 
Freeland WI continue to keep in touch with our members. As well as our monthly 

newsletter which we introduced in March, we have also set up a telephone tree, which 

has enabled committee members to catch up with our members on a regular basis. 

Sometimes this has been alternated with a keep in touch card. This has been very well 

received and it has been lovely to catch up with what everyone has been doing. Since 

March the committee have held two socially distanced meetings in a member's garden 

and made plans, which unfortunately have had to be put on hold due to changes in what 

we are allowed to do. 
 

One event which should be able to go ahead, is a 20 mile sponsored walk on  

9th October by two of our members, Marilyn Trigg and Maggie Ridley, to raise extra 

funds for WI. 
 

With regard to future meetings we will keep reviewing on the basis of guidance from 

the government and the Oxfordshire and National Federation. Much as we are missing 

getting together for social activities and hearing our interesting and varied speakers, 

everyone's safety is our priority.  
 

Members have all been receiving our digital copy of News and Views with information 

about talks the federation have set up via Zoom which we can sign into.    Continued…... 
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IWJ Garden Solutions 
 Ian Jones       FdSc Horticulture 

 

Fencing - Fruit and Veg plotting - Garden Clearance - Garden Maintenance       
Hedge Trimming - Lawn Mowing & Care - Planting 

 Pressure Washing - Turfing 
 

Large garden specialist 
 

Office: 01993 357139         Direct Line: 07919 045747 
 

Email: iwjgardensolutions@hotmail.com       
 www.iwjgardensolutions.co.uk 

 

TOM ROBINSON 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
 

ARTEXING & TILING 
 

          9 New Road, Long Hanborough 
 

     Tel: 01993 882104 
 

    Mob: 07766 880416 

 

 
 
 

  *All Aspects of Roofing Work Undertaken: 
  *All Roof Repairs and Flat Roofing: 
  *U.P.V.C. Fascia/Soffits and Guttering: 

  *A Prompt and Reliable Service:  *No job too small: 
  *Advice and Estimates FREE:  

  *Price Guaranteed in Written Quote: 

FREEPHONE 0800 955 5063 

 
ROOFIX 
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Continued………... 

If you go to the website given and click the book now button you will be sent the  

details you need.  
 

WI Climate Advisor Tips from Rosie Smith 

Tip 1: Listen to young activists – talk to them. 

Around the world young people are urging our leaders in government and industry to 

do more to slow down and eliminate carbon emissions. The most well known of these 

is Greta Thunberg who is in large part responsible for this youth movement protesting 

against the inertia in dealing with climate change. Listen to what she says and support 

her and other youths, including your children and grandchildren, who feel passionately 

about climate change. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49918719 
 

Tip 2: Support Activists 

You may not feel able to go out on the streets and protest about the damage being 

done to the one planet that sustains us, but do all that you can from home to support 

young activists such as writing to people with influence, making donations to funds that 

support activists, follow them on social media and register your support for their 

actions.  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02696-0 
 

There is about to be a documentary film released about Greta Thunberg titled , 'I am 

Greta', watch it and be moved to support her and take action. 
 

Freeland WI normally meets on the second Monday of the month in the Village Hall, 

starting at 8pm and finishing around 10pm. You do not have to be a member to come 

along (although we would love you to join us). We always welcome visitors and new 

members. 
 

Further information is available on our website:  

https://freelandwiuk.wixsite.com/freelandwi or on our Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/freelandwi 

Alternatively please contact our secretary Rosie James on 01993 881997 or 

email freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 

Our President Aileen Tattam can be contacted on atattam@outlook.com or 

on 01993 881526 

******************************** 

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

IN  AND  AROUND  FREELAND? 
 

Thames Valley Police would like to hear about it 
 

To report any incident or behaviour that concerns you, or raises suspicion, please email 

woodstockNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

An Officer will follow-up in due course. 
 

Please DO NOT use this email for any incident that requires an urgent response. 

In an emergency dial 999. 

If it is something that doesn’t warrant 999 but is urgent, dial 101. 
 

Further information about anti-social behaviour can be found on the website 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/asb/af/antisocial-

behaviour/  

https://freelandwiuk.wixsite.com/freelandwi
http://www.facebook.com/freelandwi
mailto:freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
mailto:atattam@outlook.com
mailto:woodstockNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/asb/af/antisocial-behaviour/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/asb/af/antisocial-behaviour/
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  MJ Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS                                                                                                                       
  Wroslyn Road                                           
  Freeland 
  Nr. Witney 
  Oxon OX29 8AQ 
  E-Mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com 
 
  We are a traditional independent small animal 
 

              Veterinary Clinic 
 

    •  Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30 and Sat 09:00-12:00 

    •  Consultations by appointment only: - 
          Mon-Thurs 09.00-10.30 and 16.30-18.00 
          Fri-Sat 09:00-10:30 

    •  Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries 

    •  Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods 

    •  New clients always welcome  

    •  Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic 
 

                   01993 880551 
 

            www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk 
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Chimney  Sweep 
 

Bertie   the    Sweep 
  
 

 Open Fires / Wood burners / Flue Sweeping 
 Prompt, Clean and Efficient 
 Nests Removal - Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted 
 Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted - Fully Insured 
 ICS Member 411 - Certificates  
  
 

 Tel: 01993 899143 Mob: 07954180371 

  

 
Richard Buck Decorating  

 House & Home Services 

 
   • Interior decorating  
   • Blinds and curtains fitted 
   • Door fitting service 
 
 Richard Buck 
 Elbie House, East End. 
 Tel: 01993 880166  Mob: 0779 1046583     
 richbuck10@gmail.com 
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FARMERS’ MARKET 
 

at the VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 
 

Thank you to everybody who supported the August market which 

raised £110 for the Oxford University Hospitals’ Breast Cancer unit. 
 

The next Market will be on: 
 

SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER  10am - 1pm 
 

We expect to host 
 

Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray Bakes, Knead Bakehouse, Chillies 2U,  

Freeland Lamb, Well Preserved Jams & Chutneys, Flamingo Paperie, Team Tea, 

The Mighty Pie Company, Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta (Swedish Cuisine) 

plus others yet to confirm! 
 

Tea, coffee and breakfast rolls available from The Yeoman from 9.30am 
 

Future markets will be held on Sundays 25th October,  

22nd November and 13th December 

  

THE COMET BUS SERVICE IS BACK! 

 The Comet bus has resumed it’s Monday and Friday service from Freeland  

 to Witney. 
 

 It departs from the Village Hall at 10.00 and drops passengers off at Waitrose.   

 Collection for return journey is at Waitrose at 12.00. 
 

 In accordance with government guidance, only six passengers will be allowed  

 on the bus so please book to secure a seat by calling 01993 880653 or  

 01993 881926.  
 

 For Monday buses you must call by midday the previous Friday and for  

 Friday buses by midday on Thursday. You will be asked for your name and 

 preferred pick-up and drop off points in Freeland. 
 

 Facemasks must be worn on the bus and please follow the driver’s  

 instructions. This notice may be revised as the service matures so please  

 watch this space!   Version 002 01/08/20 
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FIRM FIZZIQUE LIVE COMMUNITY BRINGS YOU 

BOTH ONLINE AND FACE TO FACE CLASSES 
 

                      MONDAY - PILATES 

         LONG HANBOROUGH 7pm 
 

            TUESDAY - YOGA 

          FREELAND 7.45pm 
 

        WEDNESDAY - SENIOR PILATES 

          FREELAND 9.30am 
 

     FRIDAY  - YOGA PILATES FUZION  

          FREELAND 9.30am 
 

VISIT MY WEBSITE   WWW.FIRMFIZZIQUE.CO.UK 

FOR FULL CLASS TIMETABLE 
EMAIL: FIRMFIZZIQUE@BTINTERNET.COM  OR  CALL 07557 993201 
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OVER 1,000 VISITORS TO THE ROMAN VILLA MOSAICS IN 2020 
The North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers were established last summer, to work with 

English Heritage to improve access to the 3rd century AD mosaics housed at the Villa. 

So it is very heartening to report that the third and final Open Weekend of a  

Covid-truncated summer season saw the 1,000th visitor to the mosaics this year. 

The weather over the weekend of September 12th & 13th was beautiful, as it had been 

for the two previous open weekends in August. Families with children were much in  

evidence, exploring the Roman remains and picnicking in the sunshine. 
 

Everything was organised in a safe socially-distanced fashion, with valuable professional 

input from English Heritage, indeed one visitor remarked:  “This is one of the most safe 

and well thought out set of procedures I have met since this virus situation began so have every 

confidence all will go well. Thank you for your hard work on this.” 
 

There was a first at September's open days, as Mary Luckhurst of English Heritage led 

volunteers, some fortunate Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa, and even a few visiting 

children, in a thorough cleaning of the mosaics with badger-hair brushes, dabbing with 

de-ionised water on cotton wool and an awful lot of kneeling. This was probably the 

first “deep clean” of the mosaics in over a decade. Perhaps the timing is appropriate! 
 

These are the finest Roman mosaics in Oxfordshire still in their original location and 

were last regularly open to visitors about 30 years ago. Clearly this initiative has been 

appreciated, as visitor donations at these free events have topped £700 in 2020.  Thank 

you. 
 

The site is entirely free and large enough for safe social distancing during any visit. It is a 

pleasant walk from the village to the villa, so please consider leaving your car at home.   
 

It is free to become a Friend of North Leigh Roman Villa, and allows you to keep up 

with future developments and events (including cleaning) on the site. To join simply 

email: NLRVvols@gmail.com 
 

For more details about the site (including access if you have mobility issues), please visit: 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/  

or Facebook: @northleighromanvilla     or  Twitter: @villa_north 

mailto:NLRVvols@gmail.com
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/
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DK GARDENS 
 

Full garden design & construction services including: - 
Garden restoration & clearance 

Fencing * Planting schemes 
General maintenance * Male/female team 

 

BTEC National Certificate in Horticulture * Chelsea Medal Winner  
Established 2002 

 

Dan & Kaz Kemp 
(w) 07432 514989   (h) 01993 775474    dkgardens123@gmail.com 

 

                DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS & SALES 
 

               01993 891339  
 

                                                       07989 945971 
 

     Please visit our website for more details  
                 www.reliablerepairs.co.uk 
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CARRIAGEWAY RESURFACING AND SIGNAGE  

IMPROVEMENT WORKS ON THE A4095  

AT NORTH LEIGH 
 

The above works are taking place on the A4095 between Park Road (opposite 

the entrance to Eynsham Hall) and Nursery Road. The closure of the road will  

operate nightly between 7.30pm and 6am from Monday 5th October for 

5 nights. 
 

You can see a copy of the Traffic Regulation Order on the Freeland Village 

website at www.freelandoxon.co.uk or by clicking on this link:  

www.freelandoxon.co.uk/notice-board/roadclosurenorthleigh.html  
 

******************************** 

Eynsham Medical Group 
Coronavirus update - changes in GP care 

We are open and providing advice & care to patients 
 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) is a new illness that is spreading across the UK.  

GP practices are taking actions to protect patients, staff and the wider community by 

introducing a new telephone triage system for GP appointments. We aim to meet your 

health needs whilst at the same time limiting the footfall through GP surgeries to  

reduce the risk of spreading the virus, in line with national guidance. 
 

Choose the right service 

If you become unwell or are injured, there are a number of NHS services available to 

provide the best health care for your needs. Choosing the right NHS service will help 

get you the best advice quickest and reduces pressure on A&E and GP services, freeing 

them up to help those who need it most.  

The link (https://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/your-health/choose-the-right-

service/choose-the-right-service.htm) explains the range of services available,  

including www.nhs.uk for self-care and 111.nhs.uk for urgent care (or phone 111). 
 

Consulting your GP 

To contact your GP for advice or a consultation please fill in the ‘econsult’ form  

on the home page of our website (www.eynshammedicalgroup.org.uk).  

We monitor the forms throughout the day. We aim to respond before the end of the 

next working day, or sooner. This is swifter than phoning as unfortunately our phone 

lines can be quite busy. We ask you not come to the surgery to book an appointment, 

so as to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. If you do not have access to the Internet 

then phone 01993 881330 for the Long Hanborough Surgery 
 

•   For long term problems it’s best to consult with your usual GP. You can do 

this by contacting the practice on the days that your GP is at work. You can find your 

GP’s working days on the ‘teams’ page of our website. For urgent problems the duty 

team is available during working hours. In an emergency please call 999. 
 

Continued…………. 

http://www.freelandoxon.co.uk/notice-board/roadclosurenorthleigh.html


32 

 
 

GEOFF  BOOTH 
 

PAVING  -  LANDSCAPING  -  CONSTRUCTION 
 

Natural Stone Paving & Walling  :  Patios 

Ponds  :  Blockpave  :  Fencing  :  Pergolas  :  Treework 

Driveways  :  Turfing  :  Brickwork 

Maintenance and Clearance 
- FREE QUOTATIONS  - 

 

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com 
 

TEL: (01993) 891945      Mob: (07710) 628248 
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Continued…………. 

•   All GP appointments will initially be by telephone. The GP’s will do all they can to 

help you over the phone – however, should they feel the need to see you face to face 

for an examination, you will be invited to the surgery for review. 
 

•   Please can all patients attending the practice ensure that, wherever possible, 

they come alone. Any patient who visits the practice will be required to wear a 

face covering to enter the premises. Please bring your own face covering with you, as 

the practice will not be able to provide these for you. 
 

DO NOT ATTEND THE SURGERY IF YOU HAVE A NEW COUGH OR FEVER 

instead please contact 111.nhs.net or ring 111 
 

UPDATE ON THE FLU VACCINATION PROGRAMME 
2-3 year old Fluenz Vaccinations: 

We now have availability to book 2-3 year olds in for the Fluenz vaccination. Please call 

our dedicated flu booking line after receiving your invite on 01993 880786 between 

10.00am - 2.15pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday. 
 

Routine over 65 flu vaccinations: 

We continue to have availability to provide these vaccinations and we now have a  

dedicated flu booking line. Please call 01993 880786 between 10.00am - 2.15pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday to book your appointment. 
 

50-65 Flu vaccinations (following government announcement): 

We still do not have provisions to provide flu vaccinations to 50-65 year olds. We do 

not expect to be able to provide them any sooner than November or later. Please keep 

checking our website periodically for updates. 
 

*************************** 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION AT THE MARLBOROUGH 

SCHOOL, WOODSTOCK 

Our new 2020-21 programme is now available! See the Marlborough School website 

for full details of courses and workshops starting between September 2020 and July 

2021 with latest availability as places fill up. Brochures have been delivered to many 

local homes over summer. If you didn’t get one, please download a copy from the  

website or phone the office and we’ll send you one. 
 

We offer daytime, evening and weekend courses during school term time. We have a 

range of subjects including wellbeing, knitting, sewing, vegan cookery, using natural dyes, 

holiday Spanish and photography. Our established courses and workshops continue 

including art, craft and sewing, guitar and singing, cookery and languages, wellbeing 

courses such as massage and Mindful Menopause, and sports and exercise classes in  

badminton, archery, pilates, tai chi, yoga and more.  
 

The office is open for phone bookings and you can always enrol by email or post as 

well. We look forward to welcoming all our students – new and existing – to  

Marlborough School Community Education for the new term. 

Tel: 01993 813592      Email: comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk. 

www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed.   

Fliss Pusey, Manager 

mailto:comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed
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 Home Service 

 FREE Quotes and Fitting 

 Tracks and Poles 

 Wide range of fabrics  

 
CURTAINS AND BLINDS 

www.windowdesign.co 

  Made to Measure Curtains and Blinds 

A Job Done Well: 
Carpentry, furniture assembly 
Doors hung, door locks fitted 
Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
Gutters cleared; fencing                          

                        Painting and decorating 
 

  Rob Atkinson 
   Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

  Tel: 07876-275300 
  email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 
No job  
too small 

 

AMS AERIALS 
 

All types of TV & FM aerials installed 
All adaptations and additions catered for 

Fast, friendly, reliable service.  All work guaranteed 
 

Paul Smith 
 

32 Schofield Avenue, Witney, Oxon OX28 1JN 
 

Tel: 01993 703857 * Mobile: 07767 252173 

T  01993 870606 
 

E  info@windowdesign.co 



35 

FREELAND CRICKET CLUB 
We approach autumn and reflect upon the strange cricket season we have had. 

In March our final indoor cricket matches were cancelled and our indoor training was 

cancelled but we were optimistic that the season would start at the end of April.  

However it was not to be, and we didn’t get the go ahead to start again until the end of 

June. 
 

We were very fortunate that the Club invested in coaching courses in the winter and 

we were able to maximise the numbers of children taking part in sessions.  

We have delivered a total of 24 coaching sessions and 20 matches for children in the 

last few weeks. 
 

For adults, we have had 7 League matches, 5 friendlies and 5 T-20s, and for the women 

3 hardball matches and 1 softball. 

It’s been a busy few weeks! 
 

Highlights since the last Grapevine: 

We celebrated Marc Buckingham’s 30th birthday with an afternoon of cricket, followed 

by sausages and chips in the pub. It was a fun packed afternoon! 
 

The Women’s hardball team beat their rivals Eynsham in their second hardball match. 

Finally in a Charity Match against Darke & Taylor we jointly raised over £1000 for  

Sobell House Hospice. It was a fantastic evening which was rounded off by a pizza night 

in the pub. 
 

Our focus now switches to 2021. We have 16 children in the County Cricket pathway. 

We have entered the indoor Leagues for men and women. We are planning a full  

renovation of the cricket square and fundraising for a new cricket pitch mower, which 

will cost over £1000. Our current one is older than me, and has died! 
 

Our last matches are on Saturday 26th September, the Women’s match starts at 

10am, and Club match at 1.30pm - come on down! 
 

Simon Brown - Chair Freeland CC     Email: freelandcc.u11@gmail.com  

Website: https://freeland.play-cricket.com    Facebook:  Freeland Cricket Club 

THE CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2020 
 The bad news is that we are going to have to cancel the Christmas Lunch in the  

 Village Hall for 2020. The team who have run the event for the last two years,  

 were all ready to go again this year but unfortunately the current conditions  

 make it impossible for us all to gather together. 
 

 The good news is that the team still intends to cook Christmas meals for those  

 who would like one. We can deliver you a meal(s) on Christmas Eve, with full 

 instructions on reheating. Let’s hope that next year allows more community  

 events to take place. 
 

 If you would like a delivery – please contact us by phone or email. 

 Julie Stuart-Thompson 01993 880378 julie.st@btinternet.com 

 Jane Linnell   07437 330285 

https://freeland.play-cricket.com/
mailto:julie.st@btinternet.com


36 



37 

  FREELAND PHOTO GROUP 

 Freeland Photo Group will continue to meet virtually on the first and third Tuesday of 

 every month, starting at 7.30pm, for the foreseeable future. Meetings in October 

 are on Tuesday 6th and 20th.  
 

 Please contact Paul Sayer on paul.pshm1@googlemail.com for details of the  

 virtual meetings and the programme. 

POPPY APPEAL 29th OCTOBER - 11th NOVEMBER 2020 
   It is with regret I must inform the supporters of the Poppy Appeal 

   in Freeland that under a directive from the Royal British Legion we 

   are unable to carry out door to door collections this year. 
 

   In order for those who wish to donate and collect a poppy we will 

   be setting up a table outside Freeland Village Hall on  

   Saturday 31st October, Sunday 1st, Saturday 7th and  

   Sunday 8th November from 11 am to 2 pm on each day. 
 

In addition Freeland Garden Centre and the Yeoman Public House have kindly agreed to 

place a collecting tin and poppies on their premises during the Remembrance period. 
 

As we have a Farmers’ Market on Sunday 25th October, a collecting tin will be  

available for anyone wishing to donate. However as this is outside the Remembrance 

period, poppies will not be available. 
 

A great big thank you to everyone that supports this worthy cause so generously and 

hopefully we will be back to normal collections next year. 
 

For further information on how to donate or work carried out by the Royal British  

Legion please go to www.rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal 
 

Take care everyone & we look forward to seeing some familiar faces on the dates above 

Angela Spriggs   01993 881555 
 

********************************* 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY NEWS 
Thank you very much for all the recent donations! Our shelves are well-stocked so 

please do take as many books as you like.  Remember that you don’t have to return 

them; you can keep them or pass them onto someone else if you like.  
 

Just a reminder that there is still the risk of infection from the virus but this can be 

greatly reduced by washing your hands before and after visiting the Little Free Library 

and by quarantining for a few days any books that you do take home.  
 

Both Little Free Libraries have boxes next to them where you can leave donated books 

if the shelves are too full.  (The Little Free Library by the village hall has a box located 

directly behind the wooden bus shelter).  Please use these boxes instead of putting too 

many books on the shelves, to make it easier for the volunteers to keep the Little Free 

Library looking tidy.  
 

Happy reading!      

Matthew & the Little Free Library volunteers  

01993 359 543  ruddlem@gmail.com 

mailto:paul.pshm1@googlemail.com
http://www.rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal
mailto:ruddlem@gmail.com


38 



39 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! 
Sunday 13th December: We will be launching the 2020 OX29 Story Collection 

at the Freeland Farmers’ market. More details to follow. 

************************* 

FARMING  WITH  NATURE  -  Farm  Diary  -  August 2020 
Early August sees temperatures well into the 30’s. Perfect weather to cut and bale 

the wildflower meadows and, despite the shortage of straw this year, my neighbour 

kindly sets aside 80 acres of wheat straw for our cattle’s winter bedding. 
 

August 31st records one of the lowest temperatures for an August Bank holiday. The 

air is cool, autumnal and the early morning is wonderfully quiet – no traffic noise at all. 
 

This is my first opportunity to assess the damage the recent strong winds have left  

behind. Huge limbs have been torn from mature oaks, heavy with the weight of wet 

leaves and acorns. The withering leaves release a pungent aroma that fills the air.  

Several large willows have been ripped apart and lay strewn, as if hit by an explosion…

it will keep us busy this winter (clearing up) but, the log shed will be full! 
 

The spring oats were not quite fit (ripe) when the weather broke and have now lost 

their golden colour to a rain stained grey. I fear their milling potential will have also 

been lost but, they are still standing and will be harvested at the first opportunity of dry 

weather. 

I am drawn to the sound of multiple bird song; flocks of linnet descend from the hedges 

to feed in the standing crop. 
 

One of life’s simple pleasures is the picking and eating of field mushrooms. The heavy 

rain has triggered the emergence of a multitude of different fungi. It is particularly  

pleasing to pick my first field mushrooms from the middle of our large field named 

“Lancashire” (if anyone with local knowledge knows the origin of the name, I would be 

most interested). Upon taking on the tenancy, I reinstated the fields to their  

pre-intensive arable status of pasture. Each year has seen the pastures improve and 

with the help of the cows (some 12 years on) conditions are favourable for  

mushrooms. 
 

Walking down hill in the direction of Eynsham, I climb over the wooden gate that takes 

me from my own land to City Farm. Ten years ago, I began the management of this 

unique 250-acre farm.  

Entered into a Higher-Level Stewardship scheme, the main objective has been to lightly 

manage a mosaic of arable and pasture, encouraging and enhancing flora and fauna…it 

has been a great success. City Farm has never been farmed intensively, resulting in a 

time capsule of a bygone rural era. Ten years have passed quickly; I feel fortunate to 

have been custodian of what I call ‘West Oxfordshire’s last piece of rainforest’. As the 

yellow planning notices display the inexorable progression towards the Garden Village 

development (which will adversely affect City Farm) I reflect on the countless hours 

spent at Public meetings in an attempt to highlight the ecological value of this entire 

area. 

It will be interesting to see if both promoter and District Council stick to their stated 

objectives of a net ecological gain for the Garden Village…time will tell.  

Meanwhile, September and Autumn beckon.      Robert Crocker, Glebe Farm 
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Freeland Hall 

The perfect venue whatever the occasion! 

Bookings / further details: 

 freelandhall@gmail.com 

 07501 270 526  

 www.freelandhall.co.uk 

Including Newell Meeting Room and changing facilities  
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A TRIKE TAXI FOR FREELAND AND HANBOROUGH 
 

A recent shared post on the Freeland Covid Facebook page showed Robert Courts had 

been successful in getting a Trike Taxi for Witney. 
 

Freeland is a long village; one and a quarter miles from the Green to the A4095. There 

are some older residents who find this distance impossible for them to walk to catch a 

233 bus to go shopping or to the Hanborough Surgery. Carrying heavy shopping on the 

return journey is even more difficult.  

Also villagers going into Oxford, Witney or on holiday using public transport to get to 

Hanborough Station for onward travel, carrying a suitcase have no viable way of getting 

to the A4095 bus stop. It is too short a ride for a taxi but a Freeland Trike Taxi might 

fit the bill. Similar benefits could also be available in  

Hanborough to enable older residents of Church  

Hanborough to travel to the shops and buses.  
 

In Inverness these trikes are used to take older folk  

for a breezy outing. It has been very successful. 

We need a group of enthusiasts to help get a Trike  

Taxi for Freeland and to run the service. 
 

If you are interested in joining a volunteer group to get a Trike Taxi for 

Freeland and Hanborough, please phone 07485 258058 leave your name, 

phone number and best time for me to call.                                                                                   
 

********************************** 

FREELAND CRAFT CLUB 
 

Apart from a socially distanced get-together in a member’s garden (where we  

welcomed a new visitor), bringing our own chairs & drinks, there has been little to  

report for August/September. Inclement weather and the latest government  

restrictions means that the only contact has been by e-mail. However we are all  

keeping well and continuing with our own crafts until such time as we can return to 

“normal” 
 

For further information, please contact:  Margaret Wright 01993 881316  

or geeandemm@hotmail.co.uk   or Helen Molden  01993 882305 
 

********************************** 

BEAR & MONKEY 
 

Bear & Monkey would like to thank all those who joined them for the quiz on August 

13th. They were a little disappointed not to win again this time – especially as the  

winning trophy has now returned to London! However the important thing is that the 

evening raised £2,805 which is enough to enable their favourite charity, Msizi Africa, to 

feed 77 orphaned and vulnerable children, every day, for a whole year. Brilliant! 
 

And many thanks too for the 250 calendars that have been ordered. They are currently 

at the printers and I will be contacting everyone shortly. 
 

Best wishes - John Clark (john.clark@msiziafrica.org.uk – 01993 882127) 

mailto:john.clark@msiziafrica.org.uk
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CALLING INTERESTED COMMUNITY LED HOUSING GROUPS 
Would you be interested in helping establish a community led housing group for Salt 

Cross garden village and the surrounding area? 
 

Following interest from a group of local residents, representatives from Collaborative 

Housing, working in partnership with the Council, are running a series of training  

workshops in September.  
 

This will take the form of three sessions to be delivered online. Each session will run 

over one day. The first one is planned for 3 October and will help participants establish 

a vision and objectives for the group to build on. 
 

The training is aimed at people who are in the early stages of forming a community led 

housing group. 
 

Community Led Housing takes many forms with the schemes are set up and run by a 

local, independent, not-for-profit organisation. The organisation will ensure homes for 

rent, sale or shared ownership remain affordable for local people.  
 

Backed by Government funding, Collaborative Housing has been set up to support the 

development of a pipeline of community-led housing projects across Oxfordshire,  

Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.  
 

Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, said: “This is another fantastic 

opportunity for the local community to have a real say in shaping the look and feel of the  

garden village and the surrounding area. 

I look forward to seeing how the group progresses and to listen to the ideas it produces.” 
 

If you are part of a group and interested in being involved please contact  

fiona@cohohub.org.uk or Deborah.wyatt@publicagroup.uk for more  

information.  
 

For further information on the CoHoHub please visit  

https://collaborativehousing.org.uk/ or for Community Led Housing in West  

Oxfordshire see www.westoxon.gov.uk/housing/community-led-housing/ 
 

********************************* 

ROTARY CLUB OF EYNSHAM: SANTA’S TOUR 
The Rotary Club of Eynsham is hoping to able to organise some kind of presence for 

Santa in the villages that we normally visit on our Christmas tour. This may have to 

take a different form from the usual, for example a static presence at an agreed position 

within a village or area. As we are unlikely to know exactly what the Covid related  

restrictions are until much nearer the time, plans will be formalised at the last minute 

and will be published in Eynsham Online https://eynsham-pc.gov.uk/   so please 

check there for details. 
 

We have already been asked to attend an event at a primary school, so if anyone has a 

Christmas event, at a school, village hall, or other appropriate space, where they think 

it would be useful and beneficial for Santa to attend, please do get in touch through our 

general contact email address: info@eynshamrotary.org.uk 
 

With best wishes from Eynsham Rotary to all of you. 

mailto:fiona@cohohub.org.uk
mailto:Deborah.wyatt@publicagroup.uk
https://collaborativehousing.org.uk/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/housing/community-led-housing/
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ALUMINIUM CAN COLLECTION TO RESUME! 
Following Graham's decision to stop the aluminium collection in the village I would like 

to announce its return! 
 

I am collecting aluminium drinks cans ONLY and would ask that the cans be crushed as 

flat as possible in order to reduce handling of the cans for safety reasons. 

The cans will be sold to a local scrap company and any funds raised will go to Freeland 

Pre-school. 
 

Please note the new address for drop offs: 10 The Blowings  OX29 8HY. 

Please place all cans in the large galvanised bin at the end of the road near the entrance 

to the wood.   andre_woodward@yahoo.co.uk 
 

******************************** 

THE OXFORDSHIRE MUSEUM, WOODSTOCK 

We are open and we can’t wait to welcome you back! 
 

Discover the stories and treasures of Oxfordshire from mysterious Iron Age mirrors 

to Anglo- Saxon warriors to Victorian toys and games. The dinosaur garden will be 

open, but sadly the dinosaur gallery must remain closed for the present. Most of our 

interactives can still be enjoyed, but we’ll remind you to use the hand sanitiser  

provided before and after you play. New trails and quizzes will add to the enjoyment 

for our family visitors. 
 

Our current art exhibition explores ‘Distance’, something that has been on everyone’s 

mind of late! Will run throughout October. Specially selected from our collection it 

features paintings and prints with a theme of perspective, incorporating traditional to 

modern and slightly abstract works. 
 

The Museum café will be serving sandwiches and light lunches, and offering our usual 

delicious cakes, scones and other treats. At the moment we aren’t able to provide  

indoor service, but there’s plenty of seating outside from which you can enjoy the  

garden with its colourful summer planting. The shop has new stock, including an  

excellent range of gifts and greetings cards. For the present we are only able to take 

card payments. Although your cash is still welcome in our donation boxes!  
 

Look out for the new one-way system that will be in operation around the site.  

Unfortunately, we are unable to safely open our toilets for use by visitors at the  

moment, but the public toilets just around the corner in Brown’s Lane, are open as 

normal. Don’t forget your 20p. 
 

So that we can give the Museum a thorough sanitizing before we open each day, as well 

as at intervals during the day, we have revised our opening hours which are now: 

Wednesday – Saturday 11am – 5pm ,  Sunday 2pm – 5pm 

Last admission will be 4.30pm  
 

Our friendly staff and volunteers will be on hand to answer any queries you may have 

before or during your visit and we all look forward to seeing you soon 01993 184106. 
 

You can keep up to date with what’s happening at the Museum by following 

@OxonMuseum on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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HANBOROUGH & FREELAND RUNNING GROUP 
Hanborough Freeland Running Group is a new  

endeavour, which started just this July. We are hoping  

to grow and develop the group as a community for  

local runners. If you tend to run by yourself (or in a  

small group) but would be interested in finding some  

local runners to go for a run with, whether for a  

social run or to do some more focused training, then  

this could be for you. 
 

The running groups are peer led - essentially like minded runners meet up and head off 

to run together. 
 

Group members have an extensive knowledge of local roads and footpaths so there is 

plenty of opportunity to experience some new routes, or to share some of your  

favourite routes with others. There are also a number of local runners with extensive 

experience so there might also the opportunity to pick up on some new ideas for your 

runs or training. 
 

Presently we have a weekly evening run each Wednesday and we are looking at some 

other options including during the daytime which may suit some schedules better. 
 

The groups cover a wide range of abilities and experiences; from those looking to start 

running or wanting to run more regularly, through to seasoned club runners and  

former competitive runners who have focused race goals as well as pretty much every 

other running ability in between.  
 

We hope that over time the number of people involved will increase to create plenty 

of opportunities to run with other local runners of similar interest and ability. 
 

It is early days for the group, and so the current format is for a regular weekly evening 

run. Depending on who attends, we split off into groups based on ability and go for a 

run. Runners take it in turns to come up with different routes. Currently, we run for 

30-50 minutes, but we are keen to arrange for other opportunities for anyone who 

does not feel that they can presently run at that level, or, if there is demand, for longer  

distance runs. The more runners who come along, the more sub-groups we can split 

into. 
 

To comply with current English Athletics and Public Health England guidelines, we make 

sure we stay at a good 2m distance apart and limit our group sizes to a maximum of 6 

people per group. This actually works out well, because then folk can ask each other 

about their pace and choose to run together accordingly. 
 

The current weeknight social run takes place on a Wednesday, meeting at field  

outside the Hanborough Pavilion, near the car park, for a 6.30pm departure. Please 

come ready to run and look out for runners. 
 

By the time you read this we expect that a daytime run may also be established. A local 

runner has kindly volunteered to help put something together and has had positive  

interest already. We expect that this might become a popular alternative for those who 

have other commitments during the evening, or others who want to make the most of 

the children being at school.       Continued………... 
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Continued……… 

We would like to be able to offer more group opportunities, including for a “couch to 

5K” group, or similar. Because the groups are peer led, any volunteers to help out 

with coordinating such a group would be welcomed. We think that such a group would 

be very popular.  
 

There is also some interest to create some training groups for those who race, with a 

number of local route options which we know which are great for such training.  
 

Many of you will also run (or wish to continue running) through the dark winter 

months. The groups group intends to stay active as the autumn and winter approaches, 

including running in the dark if you want to join night-time runs.  
 

Information   A social media-group has been created on Strava.  

https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run  

If you’ve not come across Strava before, it’s a website where runners can register (for 

free - no need to subscribe to or pay for anything) and post messages about runs they 

do or plan to do. (Strava does have other features but you don’t have to use any of 

them if you don’t want to.) 
 

If the running groups sound like something you’d like to be part of, or if you have any 

ideas, get in touch. Hope to see you running soon!    HanFree-run@outlook.com  
 

**************************************** 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Su 27 Sep Farmers’ Market - Freeland Village Hall car park 10am - 1pm 

W  30 Sep Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

W   7 Oct Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

W 14 Oct Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

M 19 Oct Freeland Parish Council ‘Zoom’ Virtual Meeting, 7.30pm 

W 21 Oct Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

Su 25 Oct END OF BRITISH SUMMER TIME! Clocks go back an hour 

Su 25 Oct Farmers’ Market - Freeland Village Hall car park 10am - 1pm 

W  28 Oct Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

29 Oct - 11 Nov  The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - see page 37 
 

**************************************** 

WOODSTOCK & DISTRICT U3A 

Suspended for the duration of Lockdown, the Branch's programme  

of monthly speaker meetings, normally held at Woodstock Community Centre, was 

able to restart on-line - by Zoom, - on 1st September, with a talk by Branch member 

Andy Pedley on 'Magic of the Hive' – the natural history of the honey bee.  Further 

meetings by Zoom are planned for later months – check our website, 

www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock. And, virtually, further afield, U3A's Thames Valley 

Network also has a  programme of on-line talks and events; their September  

programme including a talk on the History and Practice of Quizzes and an on-line quiz.    
 

The ban on meetings  has of course also hit the work of the Branch's score of individual 

Interest Groups.  Some, however, continue in business determinedly if, sadly, remotely. 

Among them is the Craft group, whose members practice a wide range of artistic and  

utilitarian skills. The Group circulates a regular Newsletter among its members. And 

the newsletter finishes with a recipe for Honey Biscuits (scrumptious).       Chris Sladen 

https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run
mailto:HanFree-run@outlook.com
http://www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

DIRTY CARPETS?  GRUBBY UPHOLSTERY?  Friendly, Local  

Service.  Unbeatable Rates. Call GRIMEBUSTERS - 01993 868924 
 

Enjoyable and supportive art classes in Combe, Finstock and Stonesfield in 

community locations. For more details contact Gabriele at  

gabrielekern31@gmail.com 
 

THE CAKE STUDIO 
Celebration Cakes and Bespoke Afternoon Teas.  

The Cake Café is closed for now but we will be back! 

www.janescakestudio.co.uk / 01993 881273 
 

STAMP COLLECTIONS   I wish to purchase stamp collections. Friendly free 

valuation service without obligation and immediate payment. Also medals, coins,  

postcards and other collectables. Please call David Lord 01993 881862 
 

SOLID OAK COFFEE TABLE 100cm Long, 60cm Wide, 45cm High, 

2 Drawers, 1 Shelf, Good Condition  £70 ono   Tel: 01993 882865  

********************************** 

The deadline for articles or adverts for the November Grapevine is  

Monday 12th October 
 

The November edition should be in the church porch (if it is open) or in a plastic 

crate at the church gate, and online at www.freelandoxon.co.uk from  

Friday 23rd October. 
 

We welcome handwritten or typed articles and adverts. However, if at all possible, 

please send by email, formatted to fit an A5 magazine - it will certainly help to reduce 

the number of our mistakes!  The font we use is Gill Sans MT at 10 point.  
 

If submitting electronically please use Word or Publisher, not PDFs as they are  

incompatible with Microsoft Publisher which we use for the Grapevine. 

Photographs should be JPGs or PNGs, again not PDFs. 
 

The cost of a Small Advertisement is 20p per word. Please make cheques payable to 

‘FREELAND GRAPEVINE’. Contact Kenny Wylie about costs for other adverts. 

1/3rd page size is 60mm high x 120mm wide, 1/2 page size is 90mm high x 120mm wide 
 

Adverts: grapevineadverts@gmail.com  

Articles:  freelandgrapevine@gmail.com 
 

Or mail: Kenny Wylie,1 Blenheim Lane, Freeland, Witney OX29 8AW  01993 883245 
 

Note Please put your name and telephone number on any submission in case we need 

to contact you.  These will only be printed if requested by you. 

 

The editor reserves the right to edit all copy.  
 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information, liability cannot be 

accepted for any errors or omissions in compiling this magazine.  

Neither the Church, the Editor nor the Printer assume responsibility for any effects arising 

therefrom. We do not endorse any advertisers or their services or products,  

nor any articles, reports or suggestions in the Grapevine. 

mailto:gabrielekern31@gmail.com
http://www.janescakestudio.co.uk
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Oxfordshire Yeoman 
 
 
 

The Yeoman Café is now open, indoors and 
outdoors, Weds to Fri 10am - 2pm with a selection of light lunches 

 

The Yeo-op shop Tues-Fri 10am-2pm & Sat 9.30am-1pm.  
Daily essentials, fresh meat, dairy, drinks, frozen foods, fruit & 
vegetables, baked pastries & cakes & home cooked ready meals. 

 

Bar open indoors and outdoors: 
Wed-Fri 4.30-10.30pm, Sat 2-10.30pm & Sun Noon-6pm 

 

Tuesday specials, Friday fish & chips and Sunday roasts now 
available in the pub or outdoors, eat-in or takeaway. 

 

Hot takeaways: Tues & Fri 5.30-7.30pm, Sunday Noon-2.30pm  

Deliveries available, call 01993 881003, or find us on our  
Facebook page for up to date offers and weekly specials 

 

01993 881003 or email: yeomantrevor@gmail.com 
 

www.oxfordshire-yeoman.co.uk  

 

www.facebook.com/TheOxfordshireYeoman 
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