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The Witney Motor Company Ltd 

01993 702620 
Avenue 3, Station Lane, Witney 
enquire@witneymotors.co.uk 

www.witneymotors.co.uk 

MOTs £45 
Quote 

Grapevine 

 

PELLMANS 
 

Your Local Solicitors 
 

   •  Business and Employment Law            • Property 
       Contracts, Legal Compliance                      Residential, Commercial 
       and Disputes                          and Agricultural 
 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts                 
 Tax Planning and Lasting 

                                                Powers of Attorney 
 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4TB 
Home visits and evening appointments available  

http://www.pellmans.co.uk/
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ST MARY  THE  VIRGIN,  FREELAND 
 

Sunday 29th October10.00am  Whole-Benefice Communion at Christ Church 

(with Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child: Nancy Chamings-Manley) 

Leader:  Rev. Heather McCulloch 

Preacher:  Rev. Steve Stewart  
 

Sunday   5th November 10.00am  All Age Family Communion 

Leader:  Rev. Mike Madden  

Preacher:  Rev. Mike Madden 
 

Sunday 12th November 10.00am Remembrance Sunday with Communion after 

Leader:  Rev. Nigel Knights Johnson 

Preacher:  Rev. Nigel Knights Johnson 
 

Sunday 19th November 10.00am  Communion 

Leader:  Rev. Steve Bellamy 

Preacher:  Rev. Steve Bellamy 
 

Sunday 26th November 10.00am  Morning Praise 

Leader:  Val and Andy Richens 

Preacher:  Andy Richens 
 

Sunday  3rd December 10.00am  All Age Communion 

Leader:  Matt Cripps/Rev. Steve Stewart 

Preacher:  Matt Cripps/Mandy Cripps 
 

The above information is correct on the date published (22/10/2023).  Should any  

changes be necessary, the up-to-date information can be found on our website below. 
 

St Mary the Virgin is open seven days a week from 9am to 5pm/dusk. 
 

Please enjoy the space to look around, for prayer or for quiet reflection. 
 

See our website at www.hfchurch.org.uk 
 

******************************* 

FROM THE REGISTERS AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
 

Funeral and Burial: Arthur Ralph Mitchell 18th October 2023 
 

******************************* 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCHYARD 
The churchyard is currently open for both burials and ashes  

interment. The space for burials is limited. We will provide  

notification on our website and in the Grapevine when the  

graveyard reaches its capacity. 
 

For further information or to contact the church, please see our  

website www.hfchurch.org.uk or use the QR code. 
 

Freeland Parochial Church Council 
 

*******************************  

 Thank you to Bruce Hammersley for the front cover photo. 
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● Brickwork ● Re-pointing ● Garden Design 

● Stonework ● Patios and Paving ● Garden Maintenance 

● Redecorations ● Wall and floor tiling ● Fascias & gutters 

 

FAIRFIELD BUILDING SERVICES LIMITED 

We are a Freeland based company that aims to provide the highest  

quality Maintenance and Garden Design services to house owners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO VAT. Free initial visit & quotation. The company is fully insured. 

All of the company’s maintenance work is covered by a six month  

guarantee period. Client References available on request. 

If you would like to discuss any of the above services, please call 
 

Tod Fairfield on (P) 01993 882217   (M) 07717 062512 - Thank you 

 

 Oak framing specialist in  

 bespoke and handmade:  

 • Porches 

 • Pergolas 

 • Garages 

 • Extensions 

 • Outbuildings 

 Tom Williams  

 01908 952020 / 07807 090 443 

 info@artisan-oak.com 

 www.artisan-oak.com 
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Useful contact details: 
 

Rector:  Rev. Steve Stewart        Associate Rector: Rev. Mike Madden 

01993 881270          Email: associate.rector@hfchurch.org.uk 

The Rectory, Swan Lane 

Long Hanborough OX29 8BT        Curate: Rev. Heather McCulloch          

Email: rector@hfchurch.org.uk        Email: heather.mcculloch@hfchurch.org.uk 
 

Licensed Lay Ministers: 

Clive Berry  01993 882080        Hugh Dalton Emeritus 01993 881742 
 

Churchwarden:              Flowers in the Church: 

Colin Griffiths              Janet Dalton 

01993 357336             01993 881742 

Contact via website www.hfchurch.org.uk  
 

Weddings:  Rev. Steve Stewart 01993 881270    rector@hfchurch.org.uk 

                                                      administrator@hfchurch.org.uk 
 

You will find all sorts of interesting information about St Mary’s on the “A Church Near 

You” website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/5863  

 

You can see a virtual tour of St Mary’s on Google Street View at:  

http://goo.gl/g53NJH Thank you to Nikhilesh Haval for allowing the use of the images. 
 

Children and Youth Work - families are really welcome at all our services. At St Mary’s 

the first Sunday of the month is a Family Service where everyone stays in church  

together. At the other 10am services the young people have the opportunity to take  

part in youth friendly activities at the back of church.  
 

Hitchhikers  If you have children at secondary school (or are one yourself!), you are  

welcome to join us every other week between 5.30pm and 7pm on Sundays to have 

snacks and hot chocolate, catch up with friends, play some board games, and share a 

short thought from the Bible. It is usually held in our home, so do phone us for dates  

and more information if interested. Sarah and Nigel Knights Johnson (01993 359 572)  

on behalf of the Youth Team.    
 

The above information is correct on the date published. Should any changes be necessary, 

the up-to-date information can be found on our website at: www.hfchurch.org.uk 

mailto:rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/stmarynave
https://maps.google.com/maps/contrib/106069055152830469003
http://www.hfchurch.org.uk/
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NEW ROUTE FOR THE OXFORD TUBE serving Witney & Eynsham 
From Monday 23rd October there will now be four services each weekday morning 

serving Carterton, Witney and Eynsham, with three return journeys in the afternoon. 

Additionally some Oxford Tubes will be serving High Wycombe. 
You can see all the details of the new higher frequency service and connections at: 
https://www.oxfordtube.com/OctoberServiceChange.aspx 

YOGA & PILATES - FREELAND VILLAGE HALL 
 

 

TUESDAY - 6.30pm Pilates, 7.30pm Yoga 
 

WEDNESDAY - 9.30am Pilates 
 

THURSDAY - 6.30pm Yoga/Pilates mix 
 

FRIDAY - 9.30am Yoga/Pilates mix 
 

Classes suitable for beginners 
 

£10 per student PAYG. Membership 
options also available 
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Letter from our Associate Rector, Rev. Mike Madden: 
 

Dear friends. 
 

“When I pray, coincidences happen. When I don't, they don't.” Archbishop William Temple 
 

A few years ago, I was working in Seoul in South Korea when I had the opportunity to 

visit a prayer retreat centre called Prayer Mountain, which was run by one of the large 

churches there. The Prayer Mountain campus was close to the border between South 

and North Korea. In fact, after a short drive, one could see the border with its lines of 

barbed wire separating the two Koreas, which was quite a sobering experience. 
 

In truth, I think I was more a tourist than a pilgrim, only staying at Prayer Mountain for a 

day. Whereas many so called 'normal' South Korean Christians would come to pray for 

anything from a couple of days to forty days, often fasting as well as praying. While these 

apparently very ordinary, yet quite extraordinary believers prayed for a variety of things 

including personal needs for themselves, family, friends, neighbours, and colleagues, they 

prayed most often and most passionately for their nation. As I wandered around the 

Prayer Mountain campus with my interpreter, we heard people crying out to God for 

their nation, particularly praying for peace on the Korean Peninsula. 
 

Just hearing those cries echoing around the complex was incredibly moving, but what 

really surprised me was when my interpreter informed me that a section of the evening 

prayer meeting in the main auditorium would be given over to praying for the UK. Here I 

was 5,500 miles away from home amid a group of Christians who were praying  

passionately for the UK. It was humbling, challenging, and inspiring that these believers, 

many of whom would never step foot in the UK, were praying for my nation.  
 

So why I am telling this story, well the Bible encourages all believers to pray for our  

nations. 
 

  -  In 1 Timothy 2:1-2 it says, “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,  
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

  -  And then in 2 Chronicles 7:14 it says, “If my people, who are called by my name, 

will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
 

Quite simply, God has always called his people to pray for their nation, just as he is  

calling us as his people in this generation to pray for our nation today. My encouragement 

then is to pray for our villages, our towns, and our nation. So that, in the wise words of 

Archbishop William Temple, coincidences happen! 
 

Blessings, 
 

Rev. Mike Madden 

 THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET CO-OPERATIVE 
 Witney   08.30 - 13.30     Fri 27 October          Fri 24 November 

 Woodstock   08.30 - 13.00     Sat  4 & 18 Nov        Sat  2 & 16 December 

 Details of other Farmers’ Markets at www.tvfm.org.uk  01235 227266 
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A Job Done Well: 
Carpentry, furniture assembly 
Doors hung, door locks fitted 
Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
Gutters cleared; fencing                          

                        Painting and decorating 
 

  Rob Atkinson 
   Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

  Tel: 07876-275300 
  email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 

No job  
too small 
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SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH 
Sunday 29th October 10.00am  Whole-Benefice Communion at Christ Church   

(with Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child: Nancy Chamings-Manley) 

Leader: Rev. Heather McCulloch Preacher: Rev. Steve Stewart 
 

Sunday   5th November    10.00am  Communion  

Leader: Rev. Heather McCulloch Preacher: Rev Heather McCulloch 
 

Sunday 12th November    10.00am  Remembrance Sunday combined  

service with Christ Church and the Methodist church at St Peter and St Paul 

Leader: Rev Steve Stewart  Preacher: TBA 
 

Sunday 19th November    10.00am  Communion 

Leader: Rev. Heather McCulloch Preacher: Rev. Heather McCulloch 
 

Sunday 26th November    10.00am  Communion 

Leader: Rev. Steve Stewart  Preacher: Rev. Steve Stewart  
 

Sunday  3rd December  10.00am  Communion 

Leader: Rev. Mike Madden  Preacher: Rev Mike Madden 
 

************************************** 

SERVICES AT CHRIST CHURCH,  LONG HANBOROUGH 
Sunday 29th October  10.00am  Whole-Benefice Communion  

(with Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child: Nancy Chamings-Manley) 

Leader: Rev. Heather McCulloch Preacher: Rev. Steve Stewart  
 

Sunday   5th November  10.00am  Morning Praise 

Leader: Rev. Steve Stewart  Preacher: Rev. Steve Stewart 
 

Sunday 12th November  10.00am  Remembrance Sunday combined  

service with Christ Church and the Methodist church at St Peter and St Paul  
 

Sunday 19th November  10.00am  Morning Praise 

Leader: Rev. Steve Stewart  Preacher: Rev. Steve Stewart 
 

Sunday 26th November  10.00am  Morning Praise 

Leader: Amanda Ford  Preacher: Rev. Nigel Knights Johnson  
 

Sunday   3rd December  10.00am  Morning Praise 

Leader: Rev. Heather McCulloch Preacher: Josh Soanes 
 

The above information is correct on the date published. Should any changes be necessary, 

the up-to-date information can be found on our website:  www.hfchurch.org.uk 
 

************************************** 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER,  EYNSHAM 
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton 

and Northmoor.  
 

THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio can be contacted by phone on  

01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 

Address : Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR   Phone:  01865 881613  

Website:  www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN for Public Masses on Saturday at 5pm and  

Sunday at 10am. For any Weekday Masses, please see the webpage. 

mailto:stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk/
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TV & FM aerials and Satellite installation and service. 
Adaptations and additions catered for. 

Fast, friendly, reliable service. All work guaranteed. 
 

Paul Smith 
07767 252173 

 

32 Schofield Avenue, Witney, Oxon, OX28 1JN 

T: 01993 703857  E: paul@amsaerials.net 
www.amsaerials.net 

 

07901 887 904       john@freelandfencing.co.uk 

Fully insured, we guarantee all our work. For a quote on  
your fencing requirements, call Freeland Fencing today 

High quality fencing that suits your requirements 
and budget 

•  Close Board Fencing 
 

•  Panel Fencing 
 

•  Trellis Fencing 
 

•  Wooden Gates 
 

•  Shed Installation 
 

•  Decking 

Commercial & Residential 

 

 

 

 
 

Your local family run pest control company. 

Let us take care of your home and make it pest free. 

Call our office for a free pest control survey. 

Fully trained and insured pest control experts. 
 

07481 553 551 

sales@oxfordshirepestcontrol.uk 

www.oxfordshirepestcontrol.uk 
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ST MARY’S BELL RINGING REPORT 
The bells will be rung at the following times: 
 

Sunday                            5th November 9.30am - 10.00am 
 

Sunday                  12th November  9.30am - 10.00am Remembrance Sunday 
 

Sunday                   19th November   9.30am - 10.00am 
 

Practices are held on Monday nights from 7.30pm to 9.00pm 
 

Please contact the Tower Secretary, Michael Probert (882687) should you wish to  

discuss any bell ringing matters. 
 

You can see more about Freeland Bell Ringers under the “Clubs and Groups” section 

of the village website  www.freelandoxon.co.uk 
 

***************************************** 

HANBOROUGH METHODIST CHURCH 
Contact: Gill Breakspear  Tel: 883914.  Email: gillbreakspear@btinternet.com 
 

All services are in the chapel. A warm welcome awaits you all.  

 

Sunday         29th October  10am  Rev. James Skinner 
 

Sunday                 5th November 10am  Rev. Andrew Biggs 
 

Sunday        12th November   No service here. Remembrance Service at  

      Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Church Hanborough 
 

Sunday        19th November 10am  Mr Bob Forster - Family Service 
 

Sunday        26th November 10am  Rev. Fred Ireland 
 

Please see www.westoxfordshiremethodists.org.uk for all the latest information. 
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To celebrate Advent and Christmas, we are delighted to welcome you 

warmly to a range of additional, special services: 
 

  •  Friday                       1st December from 6pm for 6.30pm - Freeland Christmas Tree 

           Lighting at Freeland Village Hall 
 

  •  Sunday 10th December at 6pm - “Christmas Unwrapped” Carols at 

            Christ Church 
 

  •  Friday              15th December at 6pm - Carols on the Green at Hurdeswell  

                  Green in Long Hanborough 
 

  •  Sunday 17th December at 6pm - Nine Lessons & Nine Carols at St Peter 

                and St Paul followed by mulled wine in church 
 

  •  Sunday       24th December at 5pm - Christingle at Christ Church 
 

  •  Sunday        24th December at 5pm - Christingle at St Mary's 
 

  •  Sunday        24th December at 11:15pm - Midnight Communion at St Peter 

           & St Paul 
 

  •  Monday 25th December at 10am - Christmas Day All Age Family  

               Communion & Carols at St Mary’s 
 

  •  Monday 25th December at 10am - Christmas Day Family Service at  

            Christ Church 
 

  •  Monday 25th December at 10am - Christmas Day Communion & Carols 

          at St Peter & St Paul 

 

 Remembrance Sunday, Freeland 
 

 12th November 2022, 10.00am 
 

 There will be a Service of Remembrance 
 

 at St Mary's, Freeland, starting in church  
 

 at 10.00am, moving to the War Memorial 
 

 where silence will be held at 11.00am.  
 

 All are welcome. 
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FREELAND PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES 

Working Groups 

We wish to thank all those who attended the working  

groups recently. Anyone else wishing to help support  

the future of Freeland and join either the Community  

(Social) or Sustainability Group should email  

fayf.fpc@gmail.com. Or do you run a local business  

and wish to have a stall or sponsor the event, please  

let us know.  
 

Full Council  

We are happy to announce we are back to a full council again, with the new additions of 

Victoria Baker and Stewart Ainsley. Welcome to the team.  
 

Thanks 

We would like to give a personal thank you to Graham Lay for restoring the wooden 

street sign up on The Green. Thank you for your work - it is very much appreciated.   

Additionally thanks to Robert Crocker for restoring The Green from damage caused by 

lorries over the year.  
 

New white gates 

You may have noticed that the 4 Parish boundary gates on the A4095 have been  

replaced for us by Estelle Manor, and we are grateful for their support. There are two at 

the westbound end of the village heading towards North Leigh and two at the eastbound 

end leading into Hanborough.  
 

Noticeboards 

Thank you to Freeland Fencing who have installed two new noticeboards, one located 

next to the bus stop on the A4095 westbound, we hope that it connects our very long 

and unique village together. We’ve also replaced the one outside of the Primary School.  
 

Tommy and Remembrance Day 

The ‘Tommy’ metal sculpture is due to be erected on The Green ready to commemorate 

Remembrance Day and pay tribute to all those who fought in the two World Wars to 

defend this country. 
 

Fix My Street 

We urge you to continue reporting potholes, damaged kerbstones, or other matters such 

as grass cutting on the A4095, on “Fix My Street” (fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk), 

where you can report any issues to the County Council. Additionally, if you would like to 

become a ‘Super User’, which will help speed up the process of repairs, then email 

fayf.fpc@gmail.com for further details. 
 

Playpark 

After our yearly inspection, we have sadly had to close the toddler park swings. The  

replacement swings have now been ordered and will take approximately 8 weeks to be 

delivered and installed.   
 

Please report any issues or incidents (should one unfortunately occur) to me at 

fayf.fpc@gmail.com      

Continued………. 
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Continued………. 

Green Tip 

It seems that every month a new record is broken when it comes to the climate crisis.  

September has just been declared as globally the hottest month on record, and not by a 

small margin! Now we are experiencing an unseasonably warm mid-October in the 

south of England, whilst Scotland experiences unseasonably heavy rain and flooding. 
 

With the continuing climate crisis, we need to remember that as individuals we do have 

agency, we can make a difference. Previously we have focused on how simple changes to 

our purchase and consumption of food can reduce our carbon footprint substantially. 

This month we will turn our attention to the clothes we wear. It is not generally known 

that our apparel has a significant carbon footprint, for example a pair of cotton jeans has 

roughly the same carbon impact (approx. 80kg CO2 eq) as driving a petrol or diesel car 

200 miles, whilst an eyewatering quantity of water is used in the manufacture (12,000 

litres). In the UK we purchase more clothes per person than any other country in  

Europe, 75% of which end up in landfill.  By reducing the number of new clothes we buy 

we can significantly reduce the damage our lifestyle does on the planet, whilst at the 

same time saving money. There are several ways to do this. We can wear clothes for 

longer and repair them when necessary.  When we need additional clothes buying  

second-hand is a great option as it reduces the pollution associated with making new.  

There are several apps available such as Vinted and eBay where you can buy pre-loved 

clothes.  We are also very lucky in that Eynsham and Witney both have a great selection 

of charity shops selling pre-loved clothes.  Buying from charity shops has multiple  

advantages; it reduces pollution, saves money for the consumer, and provides support 

for a good cause.  It has recently been stated that enough clothes have been  

manufactured to furnish the next six generations.  For the sake of the planet, we need 

to think about moderating the demand for new clothes. 
 

Planning Applications 

All planning applications can be viewed on the Parish Council website at 

www.freelandpc.org.uk (under Planning Tracker) or on the WODC website at  

publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/   

You can also contact the Planning Team at the WODC Wood Green Council Offices 

on 01993 861420. 
 

Applications under consideration or appeal: 

22/02377/FUL Conversion of Methodist Church to form a single dwelling is  

currently subject to an Appeal Hearing. Representations to this closed on 17th August. 
 

Applications Received: None 
 

Applications Approved: 

23/02250/HHD 19 Oakland Close, Freeland 

Demolition of existing ancillary outbuilding and replacement ancillary outbuilding  

providing home office and home cinema 
 

23/02026/S73 Land South of Shaston, The Green, Freeland 

21/00961/FUL 

Variation of Conditions 2 (approved plans), of permission 21/00961/FUL to allow  

minor amendments to include amendments to rooflights, eaves line, roof pitch, garage 

roof and door and alterations to fenestration.         Continued……. 
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Wroslyn Road, Freeland OX29 8AQ 
 

Open: Monday - Saturday 9am - 4.30pm; Sunday 9.30am - 4pm 
 

Tel:- 01993 881430 
 

Website:  https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 
 

Spring bulbs 
 

Winter flowering plants for baskets and containers 
 

Ornamental trees, fruit trees and shrubs 
 

Main crop potatoes 
 

Large range of compost, bark, manure and mulches 
 

Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey 
 

Logs and kindling wood 
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Continued……... 

Applications Refused: 

23/01794/HHD 87 Wroslyn Road 

Construction of part two-storey and part single-storey extension to dwelling, involving 

demolition of existing single-storey detached garage, with associated alterations to  

existing dwelling. 
 

Contacting the Council & Date of Next Meeting: 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 13th November 2023 at 

7.30pm, in the Newell Room. 
 

Please note this time and venue is subject to change; please check the village website and  
noticeboards for the final agenda up to five days before the meeting in case of alterations.  
 

If you wish to contact the Parish Council about a particular matter and have access to 

the internet, please have a look at the Council website where lots of useful information 

is held. The website is www.freelandpc.org.uk  You can follow us on Facebook  

(@freelandpc) or Twitter (@freeland_pc).   
# 

Alternatively, please contact me between the hours of 9.00am – 4.00pm, Monday 

to Friday - Fay Friend, Parish Clerk on 01993 357851 or email: 

fayf.fpc@gmail.com 
 

******************************** 

FREELAND CRICKET CLUB 
 

The season is over and we have finished the end of season  

renovation of the cricket pitch, with 50kg of seed and 2 tonnes of  

Surrey loam being spread across the square. 
 

We are now starting the preparation for the Annual General  

Meeting which will be on Tuesday 5th December in the Yeoman  

at 7pm. 
 

The Women’s Hardball team had their presentation night on Friday 13th October in 

Ready Steady Spice. 

The award winners were; 

Most Runs - Martine Summers (117) 

Most Wickets - Claire Phillips (9) 

Best Batting Performance - Martine Summers 31 not out 

Best Bowling Performance - Ella Bishop 5 wickets for 16 runs 
 

The next cricket will be the Women’s Indoor League which starts on Saturday 

4th November. 
 

The next Cricket Club Quizzes will be on Wednesday 8th November and 

Wednesday 13th December, 7.30pm for an 8pm start, in the Yeoman. At that 

point we will pause the quiz until further notice. 
 

As ever, if people are interested in playing, coaching or their children would like to play 

please contact me via the email address below:  
 

Simon Brown - Chair - Freeland Cricket Club           E: freelandcc.u11@gmail.com 

Web: https://freeland.play-cricket.com        Facebook: Freeland Cricket Club 
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BLINDS AND CURTAINS 
by 

Window Design  
 

                 01993 870606 
        

 Fabric showroom open by appointment 
 

www.windowdesign.co 
 

Safely Visiting Customers at Home 
 

Complete Service from Measurement through to Fitting 

 

Livey’s Taxi 
 

Local & Regional 
Airports  ~  Stations 
 North Leigh based 

 
    4, 6 and 8 Seater Vehicles 

 

 Tel: 07979 507535 
 

Credit Cards Accepted 

 

Back or joint pain? 
Upcoming or recent knee/hip operation? 
Need to improve your overall fitness? 
.. or feeling stiff and inflexible? 

 
A one to one, tailored program using specialised equipment (Pilates  

reformer, tower etc) in my private Stonesfield studio could help address  
muscle imbalances, improve posture, develop your core and build strength. 

 

Call: Lucy on 07484 901615    Website: www.resiliencepilates.co.uk 
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FREELAND FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

The season is now well underway.  

The First team have had a couple of games, wining one and losing one.  
 

Our Under 10’s have had a superb start to the season, winning all their 

games so far.  
 

Our two Under 17s sides are both doing well, playing in the same 

league. Freeland Village currently sit top and Freeland sit 4th.  
 

We have a couple of events coming up. A family Halloween Disco on  

Sunday 29th October from 5pm - 7pm in the Village Hall - see page 38 for more 

information, all are welcome. On Thursday 28th December we have our  

Christmas Golf Day at Chipping Norton Golf Club. If anyone would like to enter a 4 

ball please get in contact.  
 

Men’s Fixtures: 

Saturday 28th October     - Away - Milton  

Saturday   4th November - Away - Ducklington (1.30pm KO)  
 

Under 10s Fixtures: 

Saturday 28th October    - Away - Faringdon  

Saturday   4th November - Home - Faringdon 
 

Under 17s Home fixtures: 

Sunday                5th November - Freeland v Freeland Village 

Sunday          12th November - Freeland Village v Banbury Spencer 

Sunday          19th November - Freeland v Banbury Spencer 
 

The Under 10s Coach is Emma Wylie - emmawylie54@hotmail.com 

The Under 17s Manager is Stuart McNaughton - stu.mac@aol.com  
 

Ben Symonds - Secretary: bensymonds@hotmail.co.uk  

Simon Hole - Chairman:   Si_hole@hotmail.com 
 

www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/            Twitter: @freeland_fc 
 

Ben Symonds 

******************************** 

WITNEY MUSIC SOCIETY 
The second concert of Witney Music Society’s new season will be a song recital by the 

tenor Alessandro Fisher with collaborative pianist Ashok Gupta. Their programme will 

include works by Clara Schumann, Robert Schumann, Schubert and Reynaldo Hahn. 

The concert is at 7.30 pm on Friday 10th November. 
 

In December, the Rossetti Ensemble will be performing works for piano quartet by 

Mozart, David Matthews and Dvořák. The concert is at 7.30pm on  

Friday 8th December.  
 

Both concerts will be at High Street Methodist Church, Witney.  

Tickets (£15, £1 for under 19s) will be available at the door from 7pm or in advance 

online.  

For more information, please telephone 01993 898020 or visit the Witney Music  

Society website www.witneymusicsociety.org.uk 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/
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MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
 

PLASTERING 
 

SPECIALISING IN THE DOMESTIC MARKET 
FOR ALL YOUR INTERNAL PLASTERING 

 

 

Tel: 01608 811642     Mobile: 07710 170049 
 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

 

GEOFF  BOOTH 
 

PAVING  -  LANDSCAPING  -  CONSTRUCTION 
 

Natural Stone Paving & Walling  :  Patios 

Ponds  :  Blockpave  :  Fencing  :  Pergolas  :  Treework 

Driveways  :  Turfing  :  Brickwork 

Maintenance and Clearance 
- FREE QUOTATIONS  - 

 

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com 
 

TEL: (01993) 891945      Mob: (07710) 628248 

 

Nicola Ruddick MCFHP MAFHP 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

 

 Caring for feet of all ages in West Oxfordshire 

 •    Cutting and filing long or thickened toenails 
 •    Reducing hard skin and removing corns 
 •    Treating verrucas, fungal toenail infections, and ingrown toenails 
 •    Caring for the diabetic and high risk foot 
 

       www.nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       nicola@nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       07824 363601 
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FREELAND VILLAGE HALL 

Friday 1st December 
6pm for 6.30pm 

 

Carols and seasonal songs  
with Freeland Primary School 

 

Christmas Stalls including Teddy Girls’ Tombola 
 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served! 
 

Everyone welcome 

 WORRIED ABOUT COSTS? 
 Are you worrying about how to manage the cost of living?  Or do you know a  

 neighbour or relative who lives in the Parishes of Eynsham or Freeland (Ancient  

 Parish of Eynsham) who is struggling to make ends meet? 
 

 Eynsham Consolidated Charity provides small-medium sized grants to local residents  

 who are in need of financial help.  
 

 Please apply in total confidence via the Clerk, Catherine Barton, by emailing  

 eynshamcharities@gmail.com or by writing to the Trustees via the Clerk,  

 60 Dovehouse Close, Eynsham, OX29 4EX 

Christmas Tree 

Lighting  

2023 
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     All aspects of electrical installation work 
     Periodic testing + inspections (safety checks) 
     Portable Appliance Testing 
     Part P registered and fully insured 
     NOT  VAT  REGISTERED 
 

   J  M  FENNYMORE 
 

    Electrician 
 

   07816 650 011 
 

     jason@jmfennymore.co.uk 

 

S J LAY 
_____________________________________________ 

PLUMBING…HEATING…LEADWORK 
COMPLETE BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

WET ROOMS 
BOILER REPLACEMENT 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

CONTACT :                                      GAS SAFE : 65024 
              STEVE  : 07969 930518 
              ADAM  : 07805 201618 

 

Body Talk 
Hair and beauty salon 

 

A warm welcome awaits you at Body Talk where friendly and  

professional staff guarantee you a calm, relaxing and restful treatment. 
 

A well-established salon of over 25 years, we offer a wide range of  
hair and beauty treatments to meet your requirements 

 

37 Mill Street, Eynsham 
 

Tel: 01865 880820 
 

20% off one treatment for each new client 
(not valid with any other offer) 
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Thank you for following our guidelines to mostly only  

donate fiction books during September and October;  

it is really helping us to manage the flow of books  

that we receive, and it makes it much easier for us to  

keep the Little Free Libraries tidy and well-stocked.  
 

As a gentle reminder, please consider donating  

any older, heavier, more specialised non-fiction books to charity shops, where they can 

be used to raise money, and are far more likely to find new readers. If they are out of 

date or now irrelevant, recycling them is another way to make more space on your 

bookshelves at home. 
 

We have a large collection of Christmas books that we’ve been saving throughout the 

year, and they will soon be released into the Little Free Libraries as we get closer to 

December. As always, please take as many as you like, and there is no need to return 

them if you would like to keep them! 
 

Happy reading and thank you for your support. 
 

Matthew & The Little Free Library team (Fi, Sue, Caroline and Jenny) 

01993 359 543 ruddlem@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

I am delighted to say that the lunch team at the Church have kindly offered to host  
the Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 20th December. 

As in previous years, this will be a fully funded Christmas dinner with all the  
trimmings, desserts and a goodie bag, but will not include a second meal to  

take home, as the kitchen area at the church is much smaller  
than in Freeland Hall. 

 

All those living in Freeland who have attended the lunch over the last 5 years  
are welcome.   

 

If you normally attend the church lunch, you will be given an invitation. If you do  
not attend the church lunches, you just need to contact me to receive your invitation.   

Please email me on julie.st@btinternet.com if you would like to attend. 
 

I would again just like to thank all the Freeland residents and family members  
who have helped me to host the lunch over the last 5 years and I am sure  

we all send our best wishes to the Long Hanborough organisers for this year. 
 

Julie Stuart-Thompson 

mailto:ruddlem@gmail.com
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IWJ Garden Solutions 
 Ian Jones       FdSc Horticulture 

 

Fencing - Fruit and Veg plotting - Garden Clearance - Garden Maintenance       
Hedge Trimming - Lawn Mowing & Care - Planting 

 Pressure Washing - Turfing 
 

Large garden specialist 
 

Office: 01993 357139         Direct Line: 07919 045747 
 

Email: iwjgardensolutions@gmail.com       
 www.iwjgardensolutions.co.uk 

 

 

TOM ROBINSON 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
 

ARTEXING & TILING 
 

          9 New Road, Long Hanborough 
 

     Tel: 01993 882104 
 

    Mob: 07766 880416 

 

MARTIN DREW 
FSSCh DipPodMed MBChA 

 

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Established in 1990 

 

Home visits available in Freeland area by appointment 
 

Registered with Health Professions Council  
Reg.No CH19287 

 

E.mail:  martindrew889@gmail.com 
 

www.martindrew-chiropodist.co.uk 
 

Tel. 01993 851130 
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FARMERS’ MARKET 
We have now held our last Farmers’ Market and would like to thank  

The Oxfordshire Yeoman, Freeland School and the Village Hall for acting as hosts; 
Ian Paxton for organising the events; Arthur Treherne and James Bugg for their 

support. Thanks also go to Becs Higgins and Wayne Griffiths. 
 

The motivation was to raise money for a range of charities and more than  

£5000 has been raised.  
 

We would like to thank all those who have supported the event over the years. 

The Heart Unit at the JR has received just under £3000, cancer charities £200, 
The Royal British Legion £310, Freeland School Society £335 and the Royal  

Agricultural Benevolent Fund £120. In addition individual stallholders have raised 
more than £950 for the Witney Trefoil, just under £250 for the Scout Jamboree 

expenses, and several hundred pounds for other charities, including  
Julie Stuart-Thompson fund raising for BEFSA, and the Mott brothers for Crohn’s  

& Colitis UK, Diabetes UK & the JR Heart Unit with a jigsaw puzzle sale. 

 

FREELAND COMMUNITY BUS TIMETABLE 
 

EVERY  THURSDAY  -  AVAILABLE  TO  ALL  
 

£2 each way.  Or you can use your bus pass. 
 

  Outbound pickup: 

  Freeland Village Hall -------------------------- 10.00 am 

  Little Free Library – 138 Wroslyn Rd -----10.05 am  

  Nash Lane  ------------------------------------- 10.05 am 

  Freeland Primary School ---------------------10.05 am 
 

  With drop off at: 

  Waitrose car park, Witney 

  Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney 
 

  Return pickup:  

  Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney ---------- 12.30 pm  

  Waitrose car park, Witney-----------------  12.40 pm 
 

  With drop off by request anywhere along Wroslyn Road 
 

  INFORMATION 

  For more information or to volunteer as a driver or helper please contact: 

  Alaa Al-Yousuf – Bridleway End, The Green, Freeland OX29 8AP 

  Telephone: 07768 898914                Email: alaa.alyousuf@gmail.com 
 

MORE DRIVERS AND HELPERS WANTED!  

Version 013 04/09/2023 
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  M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS                                                                                                                       
  The Coach House Veterinary Clinic Ltd 
  Wroslyn Road                                           
  Freeland 
  Nr. Witney 
  Oxon OX29 8AQ 
  E-Mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com 
 
 

  We are a traditional independent small animal 
 

              Veterinary Clinic 
 

      •  Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30, Sat 09:00-12:00 

      •  Consultations by appointment only, please phone 01993 880551 

      •  Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries 

      •  Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods 

      •  Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic 
 

                   01993 880551 
 

            www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk 
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    1st HANBOROUGH FREELAND SCOUTS GROUP
       Wow – what a great time we’ve all been having! 
 

       Thank you to our amazing volunteers Sam, Anna, Tom  

       and Ali, who all led an intrepid group of our older Scouts 

on a local weekend camp to New Yatt in late-September, to help them achieve badges 

that will go towards them getting their Gold Chief Scouts Awards. Well done to  

everyone involved! 
 

Our Explorers had a joint event with some of our Scouts, while the others were busy 

camping. They enjoyed an evening of playing games out in the dark at Freeland.  

Fortunately, no-one got lost… 
 

Beavers have had loads of fun activities recently, including playing laser tag, sharing their 

favourite books, tracking bats with bat detectors, and learning about safety skills.  
 

A massive shout out to all of our volunteers who help to plan and implement all these 

amazing activities every month; the work you do is invaluable.  
 

There are always opportunities for you to get involved in our local Scouting groups. 

We work with young people in both Hanborough and Freeland and welcome new  

volunteers from anywhere in the local area, including the new housing estates and  

beyond. 
 

If you are looking for a way to meet new people, to support our community, or to 

learn new skills, please do contact Steve, our Group Scout Leader, via email 

gsl@hfscouting.org.uk for more information. We are a very friendly bunch and  

always welcome new faces! 
 

This is your time to make a real difference and to get involved in your local community. 
 

Matthew Ruddle (Publicity Rep) 
 

**************************** 

THERMAL IMAGING 
With the colder weather fast approaching a small team of Freeland residents attended a 

training session in Thermal Imaging. As the title suggests, it instructed us in how to take 

pictures which display the variation in temperature across a house.  
 

After this training we can offer residents living within Freeland the opportunity to have 

their house assessed to determine how efficient it is in keeping the valuable warmth 

inside and not allowing it to escape.  

To get the best results for this exercise we need to carry it out when the weather is at 

it’s coldest and darkest (ie January & February). Unfortunately our work might not have 

much impact on your energy costs this winter, but will certainly help you prepare for 

next winter. 
 

As the work required to assess the thermal properties of our homes is not difficult, we 

can easily train additional volunteers who might want to join us in mapping the village. 

So, if you’d like to have your home assessed, become a camera wielding thermal  

imaging Freelander or both please drop me a line at markoc.fpc@gmail.com and  

I will be in contact. We will carry out the imaging on a first come first served basis and 

will endeavour to meet every request but as this exercise is very much dependant on 

the weather this may not be possible. 

mailto:gsl@hfscouting.org.uk
mailto:markoc.fpc@gmail.com


30 

 

Chimney  Sweep 
 

Bertie   the    Sweep 
  
 

 Open Fires / Wood burners / Flue Sweeping 
 Prompt, Clean and Efficient 
 Nests Removal - Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted 
 Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted - Fully Insured 
 ICS Member 411 - Certificates  
  
 

 Tel: 01993 899143 Mob: 07954180371 

  

Including the Newell Meeting Room and changing facilities  

The perfect venue whatever the occasion! 

Freeland Hall 

Bookings / further details: 

 freelandhall@gmail.com 

 www.freelandhall.co.uk 
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE 
By the time you read this, my marathon walk from the John  

Radcliffe to the hospice in Adderbury will have happened  

(22nd October). Thanks to all those who have supported me  

and donated to this worthy cause. If anyone still wishes to  

make a donation it's not too late. Just use the camera on your  

phone on the QR code to the right  

or, if you prefer cash, this can be  

given to me or dropped off at 140 Wroslyn Road. 
 

Thanks again on behalf of all those who are receiving palliative 

care and, together with their loved ones, benefit from the 

specialist care that is provided by the hospice who do such a 

tremendous job in meeting their physical, emotional,  

psychological, spiritual or social needs. 

Roger Faulkner 
 

******************************* 

FREELAND GARDENING CLUB 
The meeting of the Club on 25th September was a talk by Paul Green from Green 

Leaves Nursery in Gloucestershire entitled ‘Plants of the Season’. He brought along a 

great number of interesting and unusual plants which he informed us about. All his 

plants were for sale and many members went home with a variety of new plants  

suitable for the Autumn Garden. 
 

The Annual General Meeting on Monday 23rd October at 7.30pm in Freeland Hall 

is open to anyone interested in joining our friendly Club as well as present members, of 

course. The new programme for 2023/24 will be presented as well as information 

about the previous year. Our Committee will be chosen and financial information given 

by the Treasurer. 
 

On 27th November, also at 7.30pm in Freeland Hall, our first meeting of the new 

Club year is a talk and pictures about ‘Orchids of Borneo’ by Malcolm Moodie. He has 

been to the Club before with stories and pictures of Orchids in many parts of the 

world and is an interesting speaker. 
 

Bring and Buy Plants and Gardening Items Sale at every Hall meeting. Visitors at £4 a 

meeting and new members always welcome.  
 

For any further information about the Club please contact Terry Jones at  

davidjones30@talktalk.net           Janet Dalton (Publicity Secretary) 

 

 CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES COFFEE MORNING 

 Thank you to all those who came and helped at our fundraising event on Saturday 

 21st October. We managed to raise £283.50 which will make so many poor and 

 deprived children happy when they receive a Christmas shoebox. 
 

 Thank you for your generosity.          The Witney Shoebox team 

 (Empty covered shoeboxes are available from High Street Methodist Church and need 

 to be in from November 6 - 17th) 
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DK GARDENS 
 

Full garden design & construction services including: - 
Garden restoration & clearance 

Fencing * Planting schemes 
General maintenance * Male/female team 

 

BTEC National Certificate in Horticulture * Chelsea Medal Winner  
Established 2002 

 

Dan & Kaz Kemp 
(w) 07432 514989   (h) 01993 775474    dkgardens123@gmail.com 

 

                DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS & SALES 
 

               01993 891339  
 

                                                       07989 945971 
 

     Please visit our website for more details  
                 www.reliablerepairs.co.uk 
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FIRST AND LAST MILE 
 

On the 411 and 418 service, all our single fares  

are now £2. Bus passes are also accepted. 
 

NEW TIMETABLE from Monday 23rd October   
 

Extra time has been built in to allow Freelanders to make a short trip to the Coop/surgery  

on the 10.25 & 12.25 services  07584 927 050 or info.firstandlastmile@gmail.com 
 

www.firstandlastmile.org.uk                          Services run Monday - Friday only 
 

Service 411 Eynsham to Hanborough via Freeland      NOT Bank Holidays 

RAIL CONNECTION TIMINGS  

FREELAND / HANBOROUGH / OXFORD & return 
 

Freeland, Village Hall*            08.50    10.25    12.25    14.25 

Hanborough Station      08.59    10.38    12.38    14.38 

                    Connects to:                                           
Hanborough Station               09.18    11.19    13.20    15.18 

Oxford Station     09.30    11.29    13.30    15.28 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 

Oxford Station     10.46    12.45    13.44    17.23 

Hanborough Station     10.55    12.54    13.54    17.33  

  Connects to: 

Hanborough Station      11.00    13.00    14.43    17.35  

Freeland, Village Hall*                   11.10    13.10    14.56    17.44 

Service 411 Hanborough to Eynsham via Freeland 

* Bus will stop anywhere where it is safe to do so along Wroslyn Road, when hailed. 

Eynsham Church 08.40 10.15 12.15 14.15 17.15 

Eynsham Surgery 08.44 10.19 12.19 14.19 17.19 

Freeland, Village Hall* 08.50 10.25 12.25 14.25 17.25 

Long Hanborough, New Road 08.53 10.30 12.30 14.30 17.30 

Church Hanborough 08.56 10.33 12.33 14.33 17.33 

Hanborough Station 08.59 10.38 12.38 14.38 17.38 

Hanborough Station 09.00 11.00 13.00 14.43 17.43 

Church Hanborough 09.03 11.03 13.03 14.49 17.46 

Long Hanborough, New Road 09.06 11.06 13.06 14.52 17.49 

Freeland, Village Hall* 09.10 11.10 13.10 14.56 17.53 

Eynsham Surgery 09.16 11.16 13.16 15.02 17.59 

Eynsham Church 09.22 11.22 13.22 15.08 18.05 
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HOW DOES A VIRTUAL RACE NIGHT WORK? ► ► ► ► ► ► 
Run by a professional entertainment company, there will be 8 virtual horse races on the 

night, each with 8 horses running. 
 

All races will be shown on a large screen, and the prerecorded races will be picked at 

random by a computer, from a library of hundreds of options, so no one (not even the 

commentator) will know the outcome before it happens. 
 

Bets start from just 10p, and can be paid in cash or by card. Bets are taken directly by 

the compere, using a digital tote machine to work out the odds for each race. All  

winnings will be paid out in cash on the night! 
 

EXTRA WAYS TO WIN 

Your ticket will automatically be entered into a lucky number giveaway, which will be 

pulled on the night and the holder of the lucky ticket wins a mystery prize! 
 

We will also be running a raffle on the night with multiple prizes to win! 
 

Why not add to the fun by naming a horse for £3 - if your horse wins the race, you win 

a bottle of wine! 
 

You can also name a race for £10, a perfect opportunity for local businesses to get 

their name out, or just for a racer to bring a little laugh to the room with a funny name. 
 

Buy horse and race names from The Oxfordshire Yeoman when you purchase your 

tickets, or on the night if there are any unnamed! 
 

TICKETS 

Tickets are available from The Oxfordshire Yeoman for £10 - which includes entrance 

to the event and a meal of either chicken or vegetable curry. This ticket will also be 

entered into a lucky number giveaway to win a prize on the night! 
 

BAR 

There will be drinks available on the night for an extra cost, from a bar kindly run by 

The Oxfordshire Yeoman. 
 

We hope to see you there!                                                       Freeland Social Group 
 

*************************************** 

FREELAND SPEEDWATCH 
During the last year 71 sessions have been held during which 5228  

vehicles have been monitored at various locations in the village.  

512 of these were reported to Thames Valley Police. This means  

that almost 10% of vehicles were travelling at excessive speeds.  

At one location the number of offenders was over 19% and the  

highest recorded speeds were 66mph and 70mph! 
 

Thankfully Freeland has not experienced a serious accident to date but we need to 

keep it that way. A big "thank you" to our team of volunteers who do a tremendous 

job in making sure our village remains a safe place. We could always do with more  

volunteers so if you could spare just an hour a week and would like to join our team, 

or if you would like to know more about what is involved, please contact me 

on rogfner@aol.com 

Roger Faulkner - Speedwatch Co-ordinator 
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NORTH LEIGH HISTORY SOCIETY  
On Tuesday 7th November Trevor Jackson will be giving a talk on 80 years of the 

RAF at Brize Norton.  

We meet at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall in North Leigh, OX29 6SA.  All welcome. 

Members £18 per year, visitors £4 per talk. Further details are available from Diana  

Power 01993 882301 or Robert Kyte at kyterobert@gmail.com and 01993 880368 
 

****************************************** 

EYNSHAM MEDICAL GROUP UPDATES 
 

Clinical Trial 

We will be recruiting to a clinical trial to monitor episodes of flu-like  

symptoms over the 2023/24 flu season. Participants will take swabs and  

record flu-like symptoms through the season. If you are 65-year-old or  

over and interested in participating, please email  

bobicb-ox.research.eynshammg@nhs.net or call 01865 881206 

and ask to speak to research nurse Victoria Mills. 
 

We are running the recruitment clinics on Tuesday 31st October and Tuesday 

7th November. Participants health needs to be stable. Suitable mobile phones will be 

available from the trial team if needed. There is a modest payment for the inconvenience 

of trial visits and travel. 
 

Many thanks for considering.           Dr Ian Binnian 
 

Autumn Flu and COVID Vaccinations 

All under 65 years of age will have started to receive their invitations. 

For all school aged children please ask your child’s school when they will be vaccinating 

your child.  

When you arrive for your booked appointment, please wear clothes that would allow 

you to receive your vaccines easily, and if you know your NHS number, please do bring 

this with you.  
 

You may email bobicb-ox.emg.vaccine.enquiries@nhs.net for any vaccine queries 

or bookings. 
 

New draft health and wellbeing strategy  

Oxfordshire County Council are asking residents to comment on the new draft health 

and wellbeing strategy which is open for comment until 12th November. 
 

As a county, we’re facing challenges with an ageing population, increased demand for  

services, mental health and wellbeing concerns in young people and significant inequality 

in our health. 
 

A partnership across the county have been working to develop a strategy that gives  

power to our communities to help deliver what is needed to support people to make 

healthy choices, live independently and stay happier and healthier for longer. 
 

Oxfordshire County Council are now asking whether it makes sense for you in your 

community? 
 

Get involved & have your say https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/health-wellbeing 
 

If you need this consultation in an alternative format (eg Easy Read, large text, audio, 

Braille or a community language), email consultations@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call the 

council’s customer services team on 01865 816000. 
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THE UNACCEPTED FREELAND RAMBLERS   1/10/2023 

 

Yes, yes, yes, I know, I heard you the first time, can you pipe  

down now I’m trying to write….where was I? 
 

Ten people and a beautifully well behaved dog set off, left, on an  

overcast (looked like rain) but wonderful map-less 5.49291964  

mile ramble around our beautiful local villages.  
 

It soon became apparent some of us had made a school boy  

error and overdressed, we could have had a coat sale half way round. Our route  

planner had what seemed like a slight lapse in his usual impeccable directional compass 

when we craftily covered the full circumference of a field, although he was adamant 

nobody noticed. 
 

Incidentally when the Romans arrived in AD47 they built many straight roads. The most 

evident still today is the Fosse Way. Supposedly they made them straight to avoid  

ambush on corners! 
 

Next month’s resplendent local Ramble will be on Sunday 5th November at 10am 

from the bus shelter opposite the Yeoman pub. All are welcome to join us. 
 

Ramble on! Tinchy Stryder 

Wednesday 8th November at 7.30pm for 8pm 
 

start in the Oxfordshire Yeoman 

 ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE GRAPEVINE are available in the 

 St Mary the Virgin Church Porch, which is open 9am to 5pm/dusk seven days a week.   
 

 You can also pick up copies at the Oxfordshire Yeoman during their regular hours 

 of Mondays & Tuesdays 5pm - 10.30pm; Weds & Thurs Noon - 3pm & 5pm - 11.30pm  

 Fridays 9.30am - 11.30pm; Saturdays Noon - 11.30pm; and Sundays Noon - 10.30pm. 
 

 In the Long Hanborough Co-op the copies are now on the bottom shelf, to the left 

 of the front door. 
 

 There are copies available in the Long Hanborough Surgery waiting room, and  

 now also in Freeland House and The Lodge. 
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POPPY APPEAL 2023 
This year door to door collections will take place from  

Thursday 26th October to Saturday 11th November. 
 

The Freeland Craft Group are kindly placing their beautiful 

handmade wreaths on the 15 memorial trees throughout the 

village during the period of remembrance.  
 

Thank you in advance to everyone who donate so generously 

and of course to the collectors who give their time and  

support every year regardless of weather.  
 

More information on the Royal British Legion and the Poppy Appeal can be found on 

www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Angela Spriggs 01993 881555 
 

*********************************** 

FREELAND ENERGY GROUP 
After a couple of meetings – time to go public. The Freeland Energy Group is a small 

group of concerned residents with big intentions – cut carbon usage in this area.   
 

At the meetings we have thrown the subject around, it is heavy and complicated and 

one that can get more than a little technical. The key question for us is how can we 

locally contribute to removing carbon – that is stop relying on using fossil fuels – gas, 

oil, coal?  Can we here in Freeland find ways to make these changes?    
 

What the Freeland Energy Group want to share now is that our aim is to break down 

this enormous task to help identify recognisable steps anyone can use for themselves. 

Added together the small steps and actions will definitely count. 
 

First up is – take up our offer of getting a thermal image of your house .. see 

where heat (and your money) is escaping from your home - see page 29 for 

details. 
 

In the meantime, we are building links with the CAPZero project and others in  

Oxfordshire so we can tap into their experience. If you want more information about 

the detail of our meetings, what the main targets are or want to know when the next 

meeting will be, contact Colin Smith 01993 881704  csmithprivate@hotmail.com 
 

*********************************** 

HANBOROUGH CHRISTMAS BAZAAR - FREE ENTRY! 
 

10th DECEMBER 2023 
 

11am - 4pm 
 

Long Hanborough Pavilion 
 

Stalls, Food, Children’s Crafting 

Live Music 
 

A fundraising event for Hanborough Meadows Pre-School 
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 NEW YATT RIDING FOR THE DISABLED   
    Volunteers are urgently required on a regular weekly basis for our morning or  

 afternoon riding sessions and for our pm rota (1/2 hour at 4.30pm on a sign up basis).     
 

 If you are able to spare a few hours once a week to help provide therapeutic riding to  

 children and adults, please check out our website www.newyattRDA.org.uk   

 and email us at nyrda-volunteers@googlegroups.com 

 
 

Combined travel and ticket opportunity to see:  

OXOPS (Oxford Operatic Society) production of 

Oliver! 
Lionel Bart’s award winning musical based on Charles Dickens’ novel  

Oliver Twist including hits like: 

Food, Glorious Food, Consider Yourself and As Long as He Needs Me 

on Wednesday 31 January 2024, 7.30pm, at The New Theatre, Oxford 

Price pp for return coach from Freeland to the theatre + theatre ticket: £35 

Anyone interested should give full details (name, address, phone no., email) and 

number of tickets required no later than Monday 13th November, to: 

Hilary Lamb, 12 Hurst Lane, Freeland 

Payment can be made by BACS (please email Hilary for OXOPS’ BACS details: 

lambh54@googlemail.com) or by cheque payable to Oxford Operatic  

Society (please include cheques with requests for tickets). 

(If you have any questions, please phone Hilary on 01993 881125) 
 

FREELAND CRAFT CLUB 
  

An example of Couched (or Laid) embroidery where plain 

material is decorated with colourful embroidered images. The 

design is first covered with long embroidery threads which are 

then “couched” to the material with contrasting stitches,  

making different patterns. The decorated material is the made 

into bags to hold phones or glasses or needles, etc.   
 

This month we have been asked to decorate the memorial 

trees in the village with poppy wreaths, as we did in 2018, so 

we are busy knitting extra poppies to replace some of the old 

ones. 
 

New members are always welcome and we look forward to 

seeing you some time  

This friendly group meets each Wednesday afternoon from 

2.00 – 4.00pm in the Newell Room at the back of Freeland 

Village Hall. There is usually a subscription of £1 per meeting to cover hire costs.     
 

For further information, or someone to go with, please contact:  

Helen Molden 01993 882305 or Margaret Wright 01993 881316  

(margaret.wright160@gmail.com)       Margaret Wright 

mailto:lambh54@googlemail.com
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FREELAND WALKING GROUP 

The group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month for a walk of about 5miles  

followed by lunch at the place, usually a Pub, where the walk begins. Sometimes the 

walks, led by a club member, are local but at other times we travel by car to the Pub 

from which the walk begins and where we have a meal together afterwards,  
 

If you would like to join us on a walk please contact me at  

hjdalton43cv@gmail.com so that I can put you in touch with the person leading the 

walk that month and they can send you details of the walk, when to meet and a menu 

so that you can preorder your lunch. New members very welcome. 

The next walk is on Wednesday 15th November. 

Janet Dalton  

 

Freeland Open Gardens  
 

June 2024 
 

 Dear Fellow Gardeners, 
 
 Your garden may be an immaculate example of your  
 artistic talents, a productive source of food, a  
 tranquil space in which to gather your thoughts or a 
 lightly managed haven for wildlife. 
 
 Maybe it is a combination of all of these. 
 
 “Open Gardens” is a wonderful opportunity to share 
 your passion with like-minded people. 
 
 Please consider taking part. 
 
 For more information or to get involved contact: 
 Shelagh Kardos 01993 657626 or  
 email shelaghkardos@gmail.com 
 
 All proceeds will go towards ongoing Village projects. 

mailto:shelaghkardos@gmail.com
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HANBOROUGH LUNCH CLUB 
Hanborough Lunch Club meets in Christ Church, Main Road, Long Hanborough  

between 12.45pm and 2.15pm on the 3rd Wednesday of every month for a two course 

meal followed by tea or coffee for £5.  
 

It was founded in April 1980 for anyone who would like to eat a meal in pleasant  

company. Please contact Carol Bower (881930)  if you would like to join. 
 

Dates for the rest of the year are: 15th November and 20th December. 
 

*********************************** 

FREELAND WI 

 

At our meeting on October 9th, we were joined by our speaker  

Jan Warner. Her talk had the intriguing title of 'Survival of the  

Fittest.' Jan was a very engaging speaker, who had us reflecting  

on how babies were cared for throughout history. Sadly,  

mortality rates were high due to lack of hygiene and knowledge.  

Jan told us how she had started collecting historical items related  

to rearing infants over 50 years ago, when she was offered a  

coach-built pram for free. She also set up a very interesting display of some of her 

items for us to browse and reminisce about.  

As usual, at our October meeting, members were able to vote for the activities they 

would like to see in next year's programme. Watch this space to see which were the 

most popular and keep an eye out for our new programme in January.  
 

At our next meeting on Monday 13th November, we will be joined by Mariella Bliss 

who is making a return visit, having previously demonstrated bread making. This time, 

Mariella will be demonstrating the art of authentic Italian confectionery. No doubt 

there will be some delicious samples to taste!   
 

Throughout the year we have continued to support the Witney food bank at our  

meetings, having a collection box where members very generously leave their  

donations. These are then delivered by one of our committee members, Maggie, who 

volunteers there. 
 

Freeland WI normally meet on the second Monday of the month in the Village Hall, 

starting at 7.45pm and finishing around 10pm. Our meetings usually consist of an  

activity or speaker, a raffle and refreshments. We always look forward to welcoming 

visitors and new members at our meetings. We are pleased that our membership  

continues to grow with six new members joining in the last couple of months. If you 

have been thinking about joining WI you will receive a very warm welcome. Please  

contact our secretary Rosie if you would like to discuss joining us for a trial session or 

to become a member.   
 

Information from earlier years is available on our website:  

https://freelandwiuk.wixsite.com/freelandwi whilst current information is on our 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/freelandwi 
 

Alternatively please contact our secretary Rosie James on 01993 881997  

or at freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk          

Aileen Tattam - Freeland WI 
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FREELAND WI 

are holding a 

Christmas Wreath Workshop 
 

What better way to get in to the Christmas spirit than by joining a Christmas 

Wreath Workshop and creating your very own stunning handmade door 

wreath. We will guide you step-by-step with assembling the foliage and provide 

you with the things you need to make your own design. This is the perfect  

activity for groups of friends, colleagues and individuals alike.  

 

Christmas Wreath Workshop 
 

Saturday 9th December 
 

9.30am - 12 noon, Freeland Village Hall 
 

£40 per person (£35 for WI Members) 

Includes wreath base, decorations and festive refreshments 

Join us for a relaxing, creative session making a  
beautiful Christmas wreath for your door or table.  

 

Learn a skill that you can use year after year! 
 

To book your place please email: colinandrosiejames@hotmail.co.uk 
 

A fundraising event for Freeland Women’s Institute  

mailto:colinandrosiejames@hotmail.co.uk
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This month, the Brownies and Rainbows have been 

working on their ‘lead’ badges.  
 

The Rainbows have used conkers to make animals and  

characters, made their own coat of arms shields and have  

played shops, learning about coins and trying new fruits.  
 

The Brownies learnt about what makes a good leader  

and have also had to make a smiley face on a potato  

using hammer and nails, screws and screwdriver.  
 

The Guides have been continuing with their investigation and upcycling badge and the 

rangers have been doing animation work. 
  

Can you help? North Leigh Guides is in need of a second leader. If you could spare time 

on a Monday night to help out at North Leigh Guides, it would be really appreciated. 

Please get in touch freelanddistrictguiding@btinternet.com 
 

****************************************** 

           The Arts Society West Oxfordshire is a long  

           established society with about 120 members.   
 

           www.taswox.org.uk 
 

           We offer: 

  •  9 monthly lectures a year from September to June, and visits to places of interest  

      and exhibitions 

  •  at least 2 study days and a tour, either to Europe or UK 

  •  A New Year buffet lunch with a social get together in January 
 

All lecturers are experts in their subject and accredited by The Arts Society UK.  

Lectures are held at the Corn Exchange in Witney.  

This September and October saw talks on Banksy and the Canadian “Group of Seven”. 

Upcoming: 

Thursday 9th November, 2.30pm: “Post Impressionists: Cezanne, Gaugin and Van 

Gough” 

Thursday 7th December, 2.30pm: “The Magic of Pantomime”. 

Thursday 11th January,  11.30am: Lecture (TBA) followed by lunch. 
 

Find more details about these lectures and our programme at www.taswox.org.uk 
 

****************************************** 

STRANGE REQUEST?? 

Could you share with me any little sayings, predictions, superstitions you may have 

grown up knowing? Things such as 'red sky at night, shepherds delight' 'see a pin, pick it 

up, all the day have good luck', 'don't walk under a ladder,' ! If you know what you know 

is particular to a certain part of the country, that would be a lovely additional detail. 

Many, many thanks.  

Email your sayings to me at  jennydwylie@aol.com   
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FOREVER FIELDS OPEN ART 

EXHIBITION AND ARCHIVE 
 

Worton Hall, Worton Park, 

near Cassington, OX29 4SU 
 

Launch Event: 

6pm – 8pm, Friday 24th November 

2023 

All Welcome 
 

Exhibition open:  

10.30am – 7pm Saturday 25th, 

10.30am – 4pm Sunday 26th  

November 2023 
 

Entrance free  
 

Go to www.foreverfields.co.uk.  

Contact us on foreverfieldsproject@gmail.com 
 

The Forever Fields Project Team is very excited to announce the Open Art Exhibition. 

Showcasing people’s creative response to our countryside, we are celebrating the  

beauty, productivity and bio-diversity of the fields and settlements that will be lost for 

42 years under solar panels if Botley West Solar Power Station is built. We are  

delighted that many people are interested in taking part and can’t wait to see what they 

make. 
 

We know that our communities are full of ideas, and we want to show them off! This 

exhibition is an opportunity for you to share your creative skills. Taking the fields of the 

Botley West patch as your inspiration, what work will you, or have you, created that 

conveys the sights, sounds, feelings, knowledge you have about this landscape? 
 

Forever Fields plans to create an Archive of all the work exhibited, which will stand as a 

record for future generations of the nature of the landscape and how people responded 

and celebrated it today. Our countryside is valuable to us in myriad ways and we want 

this to be known and not forgotten. 
 

The exhibition is free to enter, open to anyone, adult, child or young person. Your work 

does not need to have been specifically created for this exhibition, but it must fulfil the 

theme of ‘Forever Fields’. Your work will be included in a stunning and eclectic  

exhibition at beautiful Worton Hall which is located centrally, facing on to the area  

affected by Botley West. Worton Park is an estate committed to true sustainability,  

balancing renewable energy, recycling and organic food and flower production as well as 

protecting wildlife. The cafe at Worton Kitchen Garden will be open throughout the 

exhibition. Worton Park has kindly donated the hosting of the exhibition within Worton 

Hall.  It’s the perfect location! 
 

So whether you are taking part by contributing your creative work, or by visiting the 

exhibition, we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

www.foreverfields.co.uk 
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

DIRTY CARPETS?  GRUBBY UPHOLSTERY?  Friendly, Local  

Service.  Unbeatable Rates. Call GRIMEBUSTERS - 01993 868924 
 

KNIVES, garden tools, etc sharpened. Contact “Sharpedge” 01993 881464 
 

COUNTRY FISH & CHIPS Freshly cooked Fish and Chips in Freeland every 

Thursday night from 6.45 - 7.15pm on Wroslyn Road near the junction with the 

A4095. Tel: 07791 459 849 
 

THE CAKE CAFÉ, FREELAND 
Regular café first Tuesday of the month, 9.00 - 11.30am, Freeland Hall 

Friday Bakes at the Yeoman from 9.30am 

janes.cakestudio@gmail.com   01993 881273 
 

CATKINS Genuine Cat Lover available for home visits whilst you are out or on 

holiday. References available.  Debbie: 07805 583 419 or Janice: 07896 990 801. 
 

FREELAND PIANO TEACHER has vacancies for Piano/Flute/Recorder Tuition.  

Beginners welcome, both Adults and Children.  Email jane.duff17@gmx.com for more 

details. 

****************************************** 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

M              23 Oct  Freeland Gardening Club, Freeland Hall, 7.30pm AGM 

W           25 Oct Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

Sa              28 Oct Charity Film Night “The Duke”, Eynsham Village Hall  eynsham.org.uk 

Su            29 Oct Halloween Disco, Freeland Village Hall, 5 - 7pm, £10 family ticket 

Su     29 Oct CLOCKS CHANGE BACK ONE HOUR - end of British Summer Time 

W              1 Nov Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

Su              5 Nov  Unaccepted Freeland Ramblers - 10am from opposite the Yeoman 

Tu      7 Nov The Cake Café, Village Hall, 9am - 11.30am 

Tu          7 Nov North Leigh History Society, Memorial Hall, North Leigh, 7.30pm, £4 

W                 8 Nov Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

W               8 Nov Freeland Cricket Club Quiz at the Oxfordshire Yeoman, 7.30pm for 8pm 

F            10 Nov  Witney Music Society, High St Methodist Church, Witney Doors 7pm 

Su     12  Nov  Freeland Grapevine - December edition deadline day 

M   13 Nov Freeland Parish Council Meeting, Newell Room, 7.30pm 

M             13 Nov  Freeland WI, Village Hall, 7.45pm - ‘Art of Authentic Italian Confectionery’ 

W    15 Nov Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

W     15 Nov Freeland Walking Group - meet at the Village Hall car park at 9.15am 

W       22 Nov Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

F               24 Nov Freeland Wine Club, Village Hall, 7.30pm  AGM and Members’ Social  

M      27 Nov  Freeland Gardening Club, Freeland Hall, 7.30pm ‘Orchids of Borneo’ 

W   29 Nov Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

F               1 Dec Christmas Tree Lighting event, Village Hall, 6pm for 6.30pm 

Sa             2 Dec Race Night , Village Hall, Doors 6.30, 1st Race 7pm,  £10 inc meal 

Su        3 Dec  Unaccepted Freeland Ramblers - 10am from opposite the Yeoman 

mailto:jane.duff17@gmx.com
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WOODSTOCK u3a 
October saw a virtually full house to give a warm welcome to  

guest speaker, Chrissie Harper, accompanied by feathered friends  

– two out of the many owls & birds of prey with whom she has 

worked for more than 27 years. We learned a little about the hazards and triumphs of 

saving damaged birds, and the occasional sadness of losing one; altogether. Chrissie  

calculated, she had been responsible for saving 68 of these handsome birds. Their eventual 

& inevitable release back into the wild 'not as easy as it sounds'. 'Owls are not pets – they 

are a lifetime commitment', she said and you have to take care to remember this. 
 

Undoubtedly the highlight of the meeting was the appearance of the owls themselves, 

introduced to the audience one after the other, secured to Chrissie's arm and gazing at us 

with what could perhaps best be described as cool interest:  'been here before' they  

appeared to be thinking:  'not impressed.'  
 

The Branch's next monthly meeting on Tuesday 2nd November at 2pm features a 

talk by David Grylls on the subject of 'Love, Sex & Victorian Fiction', St Hugh's Centre,  

Hensington Road, Woodstock.  Guests, as always, most welcome. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/woodstock                                Chris Sladen 
 

***************************** 

The deadline for articles or adverts for the December Grapevine is Sunday 12th  

November. The December edition should be online at: www.freelandoxon.co.uk or 

at www.freelandpc.org.uk from Monday 20th November with the print copies in 

the church porch and elsewhere from Friday 24th November. 
 

We welcome handwritten or typed articles and adverts. However, if at all possible,  

please send by email, formatted to fit an A5 magazine - it will certainly help to reduce  

the number of our mistakes!  The font we use is Gill Sans MT at 10 point.  
 

If submitting electronically please use Word or Publisher, not PDFs as they are  

incompatible with Microsoft Publisher which we use for the Grapevine. 

Photographs should be JPGs or PNGs, again not PDFs. 
 

The cost of a Small Advertisement is 22p per word. Please make cheques payable to 

‘FREELAND GRAPEVINE’. Contact Kenny Wylie about costs for other adverts. 

1/3rd page size is 60mm high x 127mm wide, 1/2 page size is 90mm high x 127mm wide 
 

Adverts: grapevineadverts@gmail.com 

Articles:  freelandgrapevine@gmail.com 

Or mail: Kenny Wylie,1 Blenheim Lane, Freeland, Witney OX29 8AW  01993 883245 
 

Note Please put your name and telephone number on any submission in case we need  

to contact you.  These will only be printed if requested by you. 
 

The editor reserves the right to edit all copy.  

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information, liability cannot be  

accepted for any errors or omissions in compiling this magazine.  

Neither the Church, the Editor nor the Printer assume responsibility for any effects arising therefrom  
 

The presence of an advertisement in the Grapevine does not constitute a recommendation  

by the editors regarding the goods or services advertised.  
 

We are not able to publish any correspondence between tradespersons or other organisations  

placing adverts in the Grapevine and their customers in the event of dispute  
 

We do not endorse any articles, reports or suggestions in the Grapevine. 
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