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St Mary’s Freeland 
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The Witney Motor Company Ltd 

01993 702620 
Avenue 3, Station Lane, Witney 
enquire@witneymotors.co.uk 

www.witneymotors.co.uk 

MOTs £45 
Quote 

Grapevine 

 

PELLMANS 
 

Your Local Solicitors 
 

   •  Business and Employment Law            • Property 
       Contracts, Legal Compliance                      Residential, Commercial 
       and Disputes                          and Agricultural 
 

• Wills, Probate and Trusts                 
 Tax Planning and Lasting 

                                                Powers of Attorney 
 

01865 884400 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4TB 
Home visits and evening appointments available  

http://www.pellmans.co.uk/
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Benefice of Hanborough and 
Freeland  

 

The churches of Hanborough and Freeland  
are all open for worship.  

 

At St Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough,  
St Mary the Virgin Freeland and  

Christ Church Long Hanborough, there is a 10am 
service every week* and everyone from our  

community is very welcome to join us. 
 

Additionally, at St Mary’s, on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month, there is a traditional 

8.30am said Communion Service. 
 

*Where there is a 5th Sunday in the month, there 
will be one single 10am Benefice Service at  
St Peter and St Paul, Church Hanborough -  

there will be no 10am service at Christ Church  
or St Mary’s that day. 

 

*************************** 

St Mary the Virgin is open seven days a week 
from 9am to 4pm. 

Please enjoy the space to look around, for prayer 
or for quiet reflection 

Thank you to Bruce Hammersley for the front cover picture 
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Wroslyn Road, Freeland OX29 8AQ 
 

Open: Monday - Saturday 9am-5.00pm;  Sunday 9.30am- 4pm 
 

Tel:- 01993 881430 
 

Website:  https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 
 

Normandii non-drop Christmas trees 
 

Containerised Christmas trees 
 

Holly wreaths 
 

Poinsettias and other house plants 
 

Main crop potatoes 25kg & 12.5kg 
 

Kindling, logs and coal 
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Useful contact details: 
 

Rector:  Rev. Steve Stewart         Curate: Rev. Mike Madden 

01993 881270           E: curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

The Rectory, Swan Lane 

Long Hanborough OX29 8BT 

Email: rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk 
 

Licensed Lay Ministers: 

Clive Berry  01993 882080                    Hugh Dalton Emeritus 01993 881742 
 

Churchwardens:               Flowers in the Church: 

Claire Soanes      Roger Faulkner            Janet Dalton 

01993 883205      01993 622413           01993 881742 

Churchwardens’ email: churchwarden.smv@gmail.com  
 

Weddings:  Rev. Steve Stewart 01993 881270  rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk 
                                                              administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

 

You will find all sorts of interesting information about St Mary’s on the “A Church Near 

You” website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/5863 
 

If you have any interesting pictures that could be used on this site, please contact 

Roy Thomas on 01993 881 001 or email: print@associatedagencies.co.uk 

 

You can see a virtual tour of St Mary’s on Google Street View at:  

http://goo.gl/g53NJH 
 

Children and Youth Work - families are really welcome at all our services, but  

especially at the weekly 10am service where youth friendly activities are held at the 

back of church.    
 

Babies & Toddlers at St. Mary’s  The church of St Mary the Virgin welcomes all 

Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Carers and their pre-schoolers to this group with a  

Christian theme that meets each Wednesday in term time. We meet on an ad-hoc  

basis during school holidays so do ask us for details. 
 

There are toys and activities for children aged 0 - 4 years and we offer you the  

opportunity to play and chat over coffee & snacks so we can all enjoy the time together. 
 

We would love to see you but if you want to know more please contact  

Alice on 01993 886833 or Steve on 01993 881270 
 

11+ Hitchhikers - future meetings to be advised 
 

The above information is correct at the date published (21/11/2021). Should any  

changes be necessary, the up-to-date information can be found at 

www.hanboroughparish.co.uk 
 

*********************************** 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
 

Baptism: Harvey Godfrey Masters  7th November 2021 

mailto:rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/stmarynave
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk
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Including Newell Meeting Room and changing facilities  

The perfect venue whatever the occasion! 

Freeland Hall 

Bookings / further details: 

 freelandhall@gmail.com 

 www.freelandhall.co.uk 

 

 MARIE CURIE QUIZ NIGHT on Wednesday 8th December 

 Christmas Hats and Jumpers!  7.30pm for 8pm start at  

 The Oxfordshire Yeoman, 172 Wroslyn Road, Freeland. 
 

 Entry is just £3 Per Person.  Food will be available from 6pm - 8.30pm   

 The menu can be found at www.oxfordshireyeoman.com/menus 
 

 TABLES MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE (01993) 881003 or  

 hello@oxfordshireyeoman.com   
 

 Charity Raffle (raffle prizes will be very much appreciated). For more  

 information contact Nicky Clargo at oxfordshire.stars@gmail.com or ring  

 07754 271831  All proceeds will be donated to Marie Curie. RCN 207994 
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It is exciting to be looking forward to my first Christmas in Hanborough and Freeland – 

and the first Christmas in a couple of years when hopefully we will be able to celebrate 

in our churches in a far more normal way than in 2020. 
 

In our home, we will be counting down with our Advent Calendar, excitedly opening the 

little doors throughout each day of December through to Christmas Day. “Advent” 

means “coming”, and Christians not only look back to the birth of Jesus into the world, 

but also to Jesus coming again. Indeed, without the second coming of Jesus, the first 

coming of Jesus into the world would lose its significance! Advent and Christmas  

represents a time of anticipation, not just of Christmas morning presents, but of  

something far greater, far more global, far more incredible: the coming again of Jesus 

Christ in glory!  
 

To celebrate Advent and Christmas this year, we are delighted to welcome you warmly 

to a range of additional, special Christmas services: 
 

 •   Sunday, December 12 at 5pm - “Christmas Unwrapped 1” Carols at  

     Christ Church, Long Hanborough (aimed particularly at families with 

     children) 
 

 •   Sunday, December 12 at 7pm - “Christmas Unwrapped 2” Carols at 

     Christ Church, Long Hanborough (aimed more at adults) 
 

 •   Friday, December 17 at 6pm - Open Air Christmas Carols on  

     Hurdeswell Green, Long Hanborough 
 

 •   Sunday, December 19 at 6pm - Nine Lessons & Nine Carols at St Peter 

     and St Paul, followed by mulled wine at the Hand and Shears, Church  

     Hanborough 
 

 •   Friday, December 24 at 11am - ‘Crib Service’ at St Peter and St Paul,  

     Church Hanborough 
 

 •   Friday, December 24 at 5pm - Christingle Service at St Mary, Freeland 
 

 •   Friday, December 24 at 11:30pm - Midnight Communion Service at  

     St Mary, Freeland 
 

 •   Saturday, December 25 at 10am - Christmas Day Service at Christ  

     Church, Long Hanborough 
 

If you have any questions whatsoever about coming to church or exploring the  

Christian faith, please contact me at rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk 
 

With much love in Christ Jesus, 
 

Rev. Steve Stewart,  

Rector, Hanborough and Freeland 

Letter from our Rector, Rev. Steve Stewart: 
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CotswoldCornerMaintenance@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay at SHEPHERDS  HALL 
 
 
 

We offer a selection of fully ‘en-suite’ bedrooms  
fitted with television. 

These are available on a weekly basis, 
or for longer periods, if required. 

 
 

 

For further information, phone Liz or David Fyson 
 

01993 881256 

 

MICHAEL PRICE & SON 
 

PLASTERING 
 

SPECIALISING IN THE DOMESTIC MARKET 
FOR ALL YOUR INTERNAL PLASTERING 

 

 

Tel: 01608 811642     Mobile: 07710 170049 
 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

07973 884 232 

Robert Marks 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
 

AND SMALL BUILDING 
 

WORKS 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH BELLS RINGING REPORT 
The bells will be rung at the following services: 
 

Sunday    5th December    9.30am  -  10.00am 
 

Sunday 19th  December    9.30am  -  10.00am 
 

Friday 24th  December     4.30pm  -   5.00pm Christingle Service 
 

Friday 24th  December   11.00pm  - 11.30pm Midnight Communion Service 
 

Practices are held on Monday nights from 7.30pm to 9.00pm 
 

Please contact the Tower Secretary, Michael Probert (882687) should you wish to  

discuss any bell ringing matters. 
 

You can see more about Freeland Bell Ringers under the “Clubs and Groups” section 

of the village website  www.freelandoxon.co.uk 

  

 OPEN DOORS 
 

 All three churches of the Hanborough and Freeland benefice will be joining together 

 for a service at St Peter & St Paul in Church Hanborough at 10.00am on  

 Sunday 30th January to hear something of the work of Open Doors.  
 

 This is a global ministry (working in over 70 countries) serving the needs of  

 persecuted Christians by supplying Bibles, leadership training, livelihood support, food 

 and medical aid and advocacy services. As well as learning something about this  

 amazing ministry there will be the opportunity to pray for our persecuted brothers 

 and sisters and to support them financially. Everyone is warmly invited.  
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           Licensed Taxis 

      

     All aspects of electrical installation work 
     Periodic testing + inspections (safety checks) 
     Portable Appliance Testing 
     Part P registered and fully insured 
     NOT  VAT  REGISTERED 
 

   J  M  FENNYMORE 
 

    Electrician 
 

   07816 650 011 
 

     jason@jmfennymore.co.uk 

 

S J LAY 
_____________________________________________ 

PLUMBING…HEATING…LEADWORK 
COMPLETE BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

WET ROOMS 
BOILER REPLACEMENT 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

CONTACT :                                      GAS SAFE : 65024 
              STEVE  : 07969 930518 
              ADAM  : 07805 201618 
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HANBOROUGH CAROLS 

ON THE GREEN 
 

6 pm Friday 17th December 
 

Hurdeswell Green at the 

centre of Hanborough 

All Welcome! 
 

Please bring your own lanterns  
(which will also help in reading 

the words of the Carols!) 
Carol Sheets provided 
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IWJ Garden Solutions 
 Ian Jones       FdSc Horticulture 

 

Fencing - Fruit and Veg plotting - Garden Clearance - Garden Maintenance       
Hedge Trimming - Lawn Mowing & Care - Planting 

 Pressure Washing - Turfing 
 

Large garden specialist 
 

Office: 01993 357139         Direct Line: 07919 045747 
 

Email: iwjgardensolutions@gmail.com       
 www.iwjgardensolutions.co.uk 

 

TOM ROBINSON 
 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
 

ARTEXING & TILING 
 

          9 New Road, Long Hanborough 
 

     Tel: 01993 882104 
 

    Mob: 07766 880416 
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HANBOROUGH METHODIST CHURCH 
Contact: Gill Breakspear  Tel: 883914.  Email: gillbreakspear@btinternet.com 
 

All services are back in the chapel. A warm welcome awaits you all. 
 

Sun 28th  Nov      10am  Rev. Charles Harris 
 

Sun     5th  Dec      10am  Rev. Nigel Knights-Johnson 
 

Sun 12th Dec      10am  Rev. Richard Donoghue 
 

Sun 19th  Dec      10am  No Service 

            6pm  ‘All Age’ Candlelit Carol Service - Rev. Fred Ireland 
 

Sat    25th  Dec      10am  Family Service - Rev. Charles Harris 
 

Sun 26th Dec       10am  No Service 
 

Sun   2nd Jan         10am  Covenant Service - Rev. Fred Ireland 
 

Please consult www.witneyfaringdoncircuit.org.uk for all the latest information.  

 

****************************** 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER,  EYNSHAM 
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton 

and Northmoor.  
 

THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio can be contacted by phone on  

01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 

Address : Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR   Phone:  01865 881613  

Website:  www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN for Public Masses on Saturday at 5pm and  

Sunday at 10am. For any Weekday Masses, please see the webpage. 
 

You can also watch Mass from many other Churches live or recorded online: 

www.churchservices.tv is a platform that connects communities and provides 

churches with a space to broadcast – particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer. 

https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform that does the same and includes  

Corpus Christi, Headington in Oxford; and Blackfriars, Oxford  

https://www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz 
 

****************************** 

WITNEY MUSIC SOCIETY 
The next concert of Witney Music Society's 2021-22 season will be at 7.30pm on  

Friday 10th December when prize-winning violinist Mathilde Milwidsky and pianist 

Joseph Havlat will be giving a recital of works by Beethoven, Fauré, Pärt and Strauss. 
 

In January, the Leonore Piano Trio will make a welcome return visit to Witney with a 

concert of works by Mozart, Dvořák and Schubert. The concert is at 7.30pm on  

Friday 14th January. 
 

Provided that new Covid-19 restrictions are not imposed, the concerts will take place 

at High Street Methodist Church, Witney. Because of current restrictions, there'll 

be limited ticket availability at the door; tickets should instead be purchased in advance 

- please see our website  www.witneymusicsociety.org.uk for payment details and 

for more information about the concerts. 

mailto:stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk/
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  M J Fyson BA BA VetMB MRCVS                                                                                                                       
  The Coach House Veterinary Clinic Ltd 
  Wroslyn Road                                           
  Freeland 
  Nr. Witney 
  Oxon OX29 8AQ 
  E-Mail: coachhousevet@outlook.com 
 
 

  We are a traditional independent small animal 
 

              Veterinary Clinic 
 

      •  Opening hours: Mon-Fri 08:00-18:30, Sat 09:00-12:00 

      •  Consultations by appointment only, please phone 01993 880551 

      •  Friendly personal service for dogs, cats and small furries 

      •  Stockists of Symply and Canagan pet foods 

      •  Follow us on Facebook: Coach House Veterinary Clinic 
 

                   01993 880551 
 

            www.coachhousevetsclinic.co.uk 
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FREELAND  PARISH  COUNCIL – Lisa’s notes from the  

meeting held on 15th November 2021 
Vacancy on the Parish Council 

Councillors were extremely sorry to learn of Tony Tomkys’ decision to resign from the 

Parish Council. Tony joined the Council back in June this year but has decided to step 

down for personal reasons. We are very grateful to him for putting himself  

forward and for the valuable contribution he has made. On behalf of everyone at the 

Council we would all like to wish him well for the future and thank him most sincerely 

for his efforts. 
 

Following this resignation, we now have a vacancy on the Council.  If no election is 

asked for now, then the Councillors can co-opt a new member.   
 

Please do consider joining the Council and being a part of our friendly team. It’s a great 

way to get to know what goes on in our village, how things get done, and what the  

Parish Council does for the residents, as well as getting to know some friendly faces!   

If anyone in the village is interested in joining the Council, please contact me on  

01993 880067 or email lisa.fpc@gmail.com .   
 

Come and join the Council and make a real difference to your village! 
 

Parish Council December meeting – change of venue again! 

It has been decided that the Parish Council meeting due to be held in December will 

now be held in the Newell Room rather than the Village Hall.  It is likely that from the 

New Year all Parish Council meetings will revert back to the Newell Room.  
 

Inspired Villages Planning Application  

Still no news on this at the moment, we are still awaiting a decision from the planning 

officer. 
 

Bench on The Green 

The replacement bench has arrived and will be installed shortly. Our thanks to Parish 

Councillor Andy Bain for disposing of the old bench and installing the new one, and 

thanks again also to the Teddy Girls for raising the funds to enable this to be purchased. 
 

Bins! 

Many of you will have noticed the bins around the village being upgraded from separate 

litter and dog waste bins to new dual bins which can be used for both.  This is a project 

being rolled out across the District by WODC. 

However, for the past 2 weeks the new style litter bin at the entrance to the village hall 

car park has been overflowing with litter, way before it is due to be emptied.  

When I reported it to WODC they informed me that on both occasions, it has  

contained a blockage due to folders, hard backed books and a large piece of wood being 

placed in the bin, therefore restricting its capacity. This week there was a large piece of 

cardboard, again, restricting the bin’s capacity and which could have been recycled! It's 

not clear if the books have come from the little library nearby, but please can I ask that 

any large items such as wood, books, files, folders, cardboard etc are not placed in these 

bins but taken home for recycling or if books please donate them to the library! Thanks! 
 

Continued……... 



16 

 

Chimney  Sweep 
 

Bertie   the    Sweep 
  
 

 Open Fires / Wood burners / Flue Sweeping 
 Prompt, Clean and Efficient 
 Nests Removal - Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted 
 Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted - Fully Insured 
 ICS Member 411 - Certificates  
  
 

 Tel: 01993 899143 Mob: 07954180371 

  

 
Richard Buck 

Decorating and Handyman 

 
   • Handyman Services 
   • Interior decorating  
   • Blinds, poles and curtains fitted 
 

 Richard Buck 
 Well Lane, Curbridge 
 Tel: 0779 104 6583 
 Email - richbuck10@gmail.com 



17 

Continued…….. 

Toddler Play Area upgrade 

Following on from last month’s report, it has been highlighted in the recent annual play 

area inspection that the surfacing underneath the junior slide needs attention so it is 

hoped this work will be done at the same time as the installation of the new equipment.  

This means that the slide may also be closed for use at the same time that the toddler 

area is out of action. We are also currently checking whether a post installation  

inspection will be required once the new play equipment has been installed, so if after 

the work is completed the play area remains closed, this will be why as we may have to 

wait for the inspection to be carried out before re-opening the play area. Please do bear 

with us if we have to get this carried out, we want to ensure the area is safe before it is 

opened up to little people! 
 

Tree cutting in Broadmarsh Lane Amenity Area 

It’s very disappointing to have it reported to me this month that someone has had some 

of the trees trimmed in the Broadmarsh Lane amenity area without notifying the Parish 

Council AND has left all the branches dumped around the site which now looks a mess 

and is going to be additional work for our contractor to clear. This area is managed and 

maintained by the parish council so permission should be sought before any tree work is 

carried out in this area, and please note it is NOT to be used as a dumping ground. 

Thank you. 
 

Memorial Trees and our new Tommy Soldier 

I would like to pass on our thanks to Angela Spriggs who cleaned  

the brass plaques on the memorial trees and placed the crosses  

by them in readiness for Remembrance Day this year. Did any of  

you also manage to spot our new “Tommy” Solider silhouette  

statue at The Green? This is a new addition purchased this year  

from the Royal British Legion to commemorate all those who  

lost their lives fighting for our freedom. Tommy will be placed  

on The Green in the build up to Remembrance Day each year  

and I must admit I thought he looked great and was a fitting  

tribute. Our thanks to Amy Jackson (and her husband Greg  

McGlothlen) for placing the statue and for setting up the lovely  

lighting around him. 
 

New bus service coming to Freeland! 

I am pleased to report that at its November meeting Freeland Parish Council agreed to 

act as a conduit to enable the transfer of S106 developer funds from Oxfordshire  

County Council to First and Last Mile (CIC) who have done a huge amount of work 

over the past year to set up a community transport service to replace some of the  

crucial missing links in the local public bus network. First and Last Mile are a Community 

Interest Company run entirely by volunteers and they hope to launch their service on 

4th January 2022.  The bus service will serve villages between Long Hanborough  

Station and Standlake via Eynsham, and will run every 2 hrs Mon – Fri, and will offer 

connections at Eynsham Church to the S1. It will also include a service to Bartholomew 

School. The routes can be viewed at http://firstandlastmile.org.uk . They are also 

looking for volunteers to help with driving their minibuses, if you can help please phone 

07584 927050 or email info.firstandlastmile@gmail.com               Continued…….. 
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IRONING SERVICES  
 

Are you struggling for time and fed up with the ironing? Let us help you.  
We provide a professional, quality hand ironing service. 

 

Hardyclean offers a personalised, tailored service  
that can be adapted to meet your needs. 

 

Our ironing service is charged per Kg and can be collected and delivered  
back to your door. Get in touch to discuss your requirements. 

 

01993 883217           hello@hardyclean.co.uk 
 

www.hardyclean.co.uk 

mailto:hello@hardyclean.co.uk
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Continued…….. 

Traffic Calming in Freeland – possible 20mph limit 

As reported last month, Oxfordshire County Council are now changing their approach 

and acceptance of 20mph restrictions and simplifying the process for 20mph roads for 

those areas that want them.  Freeland Parish Council would like to apply for a 20mph 

speed limit but firstly needs our County Councillor’s support.  

In order to consider providing this support, Liam Walker (our County Councillor) has 

therefore launched a consultation for residents living within his division to gain their 

feedback. This will remain open until 31st January and he will then report back to the 

Parish Council to discuss the consultation results to ultimately decide whether to give 

his support to the 20mph application. 

The consultation can be viewed at https://www.liam-walker.com/have-your-say 

and will literally take less than 1 minute to complete, or you can write to him at  

Liam Walker, County Councillor, Oxfordshire County Council, County Hall, New Road 

Oxford, OX1 1ND. Please do complete the survey or give him your views so we can 

gain a good insight into what residents’ thoughts are about this initiative. 
 

Village Hall Christmas Lunch 

The Village Hall Christmas Lunch will be held on Christmas Eve this year and the team 

of volunteers are busy getting everything ready.  Their invitation this year is for those of 

you living alone, or are elderly and would like some company, or who could accompany 

a neighbour/family member, or would find it difficult to provide or cook a traditional 

Christmas meal.  If this is you then please do go along and join them. There is a form in 

the Grapevine to fill in (page 37) or you can email Julie Stuart-Thompson at  

julie.st@btinternet.com or ring her on 01993 880378.  A huge thanks to all those 

who have offered to help so far. 
 

Thank you & Merry Christmas! 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a little thank you!  Christmas (yes I know it’s 

not quite Christmas yet) is often the time for reflection and I would like to thank the 

Parish Councillors for all their support, especially this past year when we have  

welcomed some new faces to the Council.  I am fortunate enough to work with a  

fantastic group of people, all of whom voluntarily give up their time and efforts for the 

good of our wonderful village.   

I would also like to offer a word of thanks to you, our residents, for the support you 

give to our Councillors and parish as a whole. The past 18 months or so has really 

shown what an amazing village we live in with so many people giving their time and  

efforts so generously to help those in need and support one another.  
 

As we look forward to 2022, I sincerely hope that the brighter times are ahead and so 

on behalf of Freeland Parish Council, may I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and a 

happy and healthy New Year! Stay safe everyone! 
 

Planning Applications: 

All planning applications can be viewed on line from the Village Website at 

www.freelandoxon.co.uk (under Parish Council/Planning Tracker) or via the WODC 

website at www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning . 

You can also contact the Planning Team at WODC on 01993 861420 and view the 

documents at Woodgreen Council Offices.                                           Continued……... 
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DK GARDENS 
 

Full garden design & construction services including: - 
Garden restoration & clearance 

Fencing * Planting schemes 
General maintenance * Male/female team 

 

BTEC National Certificate in Horticulture * Chelsea Medal Winner  
Established 2002 

 

Dan & Kaz Kemp 
(w) 07432 514989   (h) 01993 775474    dkgardens123@gmail.com 

 

                DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS & SALES 
 

               01993 891339  
 

                                                       07989 945971 
 

     Please visit our website for more details  
                 www.reliablerepairs.co.uk 
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Continued……... 

Applications Received:   

21/03258/FUL  3 Cuckoo Wood Caravan Park, Eynsham Road, Freeland. 

Erection of detached building for the garaging of heavy goods vehicles for Mr Perry 

Hatwell. 
 

21/03680/HHD Rowan, Witney Road, Freeland.   

Erection of a single storey side and rear extensions for Mrs Penny Young. 
 

Applications Approved:  

21/02359/HHD 8 Parklands, Freeland. 

Single and two storey rear extensions, extension over garage for Mr E. Tweedie and 

Mrs A. Tweedie-Wood. 
 

21/03106/HHD 1 Church View, Freeland.  

Erection of rear and side storey extensions for Ms Maria Admans. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Contacting the Council & Date of Next Meeting: 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 20th December 2021 at 

7.30pm, in the Newell Room.   

Please note this time and venue is subject to change; please check the village website and  

noticeboards for the final agenda up to five days before the meeting in case of alterations.  
 

If you wish to contact the Parish Council about a particular matter and have access to 

the internet, please have a look at the village website where lots of useful information is  

held. The website can be accessed via www.freelandoxon.co.uk . Alternatively,  

please contact me between the hours of 9.00am – 5.00pm, Monday to Friday - 

Lisa Smith, Parish Clerk on 01993 880067 or email lisa.fpc@gmail.com 
 

******************************* 

FREELAND FOOTBALL CLUB NEWS 
 

At present both sides are sitting top of the leagues. The First team  

have had 2 league and two Cup games. The Cup games both resulted  

in losses. Firstly loosing 6-5 after extra time to Hook Norton and then  

4-1 at Milton. It was good however to see newly committed  

vegetarian Adam Lonsdale make his return after a nasty injury. 

The League fixtures proved more fruitful winning both games, 2-1  

against Hailey Reserves and 4-3 against Chadlington. 
 

The Reserves continue their unbeaten League form beating Sherborne, Spartan and  

Aston and drawing with Leafield. 
 

We are holding our Winter Golf Day in December, with a provisional date of 28th.  

If you want to take part please contact Ethan Simlett (eth_simlett@hotmail.co.uk), 

everyone is welcome no matter the ability! 
 

Under 15s Manager is Stuart McNaughton - his email is stu.mac@aol.com  
 

Ben Symonds - Secretary: bensymonds@hotmail.co.uk  

Simon Hole - Chairman:   Si_hole@hotmail.com  

Ben Symonds - Secretary Freeland FC  

www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/                             Twitter:   @freeland_fc 

https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/freelandfc/
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Hollis Painting & Decorating 
 

Property Maintenance 
 

Fully Insured 
 

                                David Hollis 
 

                      3 Busby Close, Freeland, Witney OX29 8TA 
 

                       Tel: 01993 886903    Mobile: 07818 471263 
 

hollis.paints@sky.com 

 

MARTIN DREW 
FSSCh DipPodMed MBChA 

 

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Established in 1990 

 

Home visits available in Freeland area by appointment 
 

Registered with Health Professions Council  
Reg.No CH19287 

 

E.mail:  martindrew889@gmail.com 
 

www.martindrew-chiropodist.co.uk 
 

Tel. 01993 851130 

www.janescakestudio.co.uk / jane.cakestudio@gmail.com / 01993 881273 

The Cake Café 
& Knead Bakehouse 

 

Tuesday 7th December  
9.00 -11.30 am 

& every first Tuesday of the month 
 

Freeland Hall 
 

Bacon rolls, delicious homemade cakes, scones,  
and a savoury or two! 

 

Everyone Welcome 

Designer cakes  
& bespoke afternoon teas 

http://www.janescakestudio.co.uk
mailto:jane.cakestudio@gmail.com
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FREELAND CRICKET CLUB 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Freeland Cricket  

Club. 
 

As we approach the end of the year we have been presenting  

awards to our women members, preparing the wicket for next  

season, booking indoor training and planning for the Annual  

General Meeting. 
 

The Women's teams held their end of season awards and the following players were 

presented with trophies; 

Women's Softball: 

Most Runs - Claire Soanes 

Most Wickets - Beth Soanes 

Most Enthusiastic Player - Julie Stuart-Thompson 

Player of the Season - Claire Soanes 
 

Women's Hardball: 

Most Runs - Megan Lovick 

Most Wickets - Megan Lovick 

Most Improved Players - Claire Moss and Becky Edwards 

Player of the Season - Naomi Allen 
 

Billy Rendell has finished the end of season work on the wicket. This has included  

removing 5mm of thatch, levelling, reseeding and aeration. The wicket is looking better 

than this time last year, so we are hopeful of having a good wicket for 2022. 
 

We have been able to book Cokethorpe School for winter training for the junior 

teams, and this will start in February 2022 and run for 8 weeks. We have also booked 

adult indoor nets to be held at Charlbury, and we are trying to get a Wednesday night 

slot for the women's training. 
 

The AGM took place on the 15th November. The committee was re-elected and we 

announced two new Vice-Presidents, Clare Buckingham and Graham Walker. We have 

a continuing development plan, which, thanks to a major sponsorship deal with Ian 

Woollard and the Academy Partnership, now includes investing in updating the nets. 

There will be more news in January. 
 

We hope you have a lovely Christmas and let's hope 2022 is a great year, both  

personally and for the Cricket Club. 
 

Simon Brown - Chair - Freeland Cricket Club        E: freelandcc.u11@gmail.com  

Web: https://freeland.play-cricket.com       Facebook:  Freeland Cricket Club 

 FREELAND PHOTO GROUP 

 

 Freeland Photo Group will continue to meet virtually on the first and third Tuesday of 

 every month, starting at 7.30pm. In December we will have only one meeting,  

 however, on Tuesday 7th.  
 

 Please contact Paul Sayer on paul.pshm1@googlemail.com for details of the  

 virtual meetings and the programme. 

mailto:paul.pshm1@googlemail.com
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GEOFF  BOOTH 
 

PAVING  -  LANDSCAPING  -  CONSTRUCTION 
 

Natural Stone Paving & Walling  :  Patios 

Ponds  :  Blockpave  :  Fencing  :  Pergolas  :  Treework 

Driveways  :  Turfing  :  Brickwork 

Maintenance and Clearance 
- FREE QUOTATIONS  - 

 

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com 
 

TEL: (01993) 891945      Mob: (07710) 628248 
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY NEWS 
It’s almost Christmas which means more festive 

books will be appearing in both Little Free Libraries 

soon. Please do take as many as you like! 
 

If you are planning on donating books, there are 

two boxes behind the bus shelter, or if the boxes 

are full, there is another box next to the smaller, 

original Little Free Library outside 138 Wroslyn 

Road.  
 

However, if all the boxes are full please take your books back home to donate at a  

later date instead, as we don’t have the capacity to store so many books at once.  

Thank you. 
 

There have been reports of books being put into the litter bin by the village hall. If you 

have books you want to get rid of that are perhaps a bit old and worn please recycle 

them in your recycle bin at home instead.  
 

Thanks again for all your support this year and a special thank you to our wonderful 

team of volunteers who keep the Little Free Library clean, tidy and well-stocked. I’m 

sure you’ll agree that they do a brilliant job! 
 

Merry Christmas from  Matthew & the Little Free Library volunteers.  
 

01993 359 543  ruddlem@gmail.com 
 

**************************** 

INVITATION TO DONATE WINTER FUEL PAYMENTS 2021 
Sharing Winter Warmth 
 

How about recycling your Winter Fuel Payment if you don’t need it? 
 

The Government Winter Fuel Payment, which everyone who is eligible receives  

automatically in December, is not means-tested. Not everyone feels that they should 

receive it; but the payment could help someone else in real need. 
 

Last year many Eynsham and Freeland residents generously donated their unwanted 

Winter Fuel payments to the Eynsham Consolidated Charity to be “recycled” to needy 

villagers to help meet their winter heating costs. So please do consider passing on your 

Winter Fuel Payment to the Consolidated Charity. 
 

Payments by cheque can be sent to the Clerk, Robin Mitchell, payable to ‘Eynsham 

Consolidated Charity’ & addressed to 20 High Street, Eynsham OX29 4HB. 
 

Payments may also be made directly to the Charity’s account: 

Eynsham Consolidated Charity    sort code 09-01-51   account no. 25159404 
 

The trustees thank all last year’s donors most of whom remain anonymous, having 

made their donations by bank transfer. 
 

Please note email address for enquiries: eynshamcharities@gmail.com 
 

IMPORTANT If you know of anyone in the villages of Eynsham and Freeland who 

may benefit from support with their winter heating costs, do contact Robin Mitchell. 

mailto:ruddlem@gmail.com
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A Job Done Well: 
Carpentry, furniture assembly 
Doors hung, door locks fitted 
Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
Gutters cleared; fencing                          

                        Painting and decorating 
 

  Rob Atkinson 
   Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

  Tel: 07876-275300 
  email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 
No job  
too small 

 

AMS AERIALS 
 

All types of TV & FM aerials installed 
All adaptations and additions catered for 

Fast, friendly, reliable service.  All work guaranteed 
 

Paul Smith 
 

32 Schofield Avenue, Witney, Oxon OX28 1JN 
 

Tel: 01993 703857 * Mobile: 07767 252173 
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       1st HANBOROUGH FREELAND SCOUT GROUP  

      

       Breaking News: we now have a Twitter account! If you  

       are a Twitter user please follow us. Our Twitter handle  

       is: @1stHFScouting  
 

Beavers have been making bird feeders and had a science evening as well as trying 

some origami! They would like to thank Tom and Alice from Knead Bakehouse for 

helping them to bake bread last month.  
 

Cubs went for a night hike and enjoyed s’mores at the end of it. They had a visit from 

Shelter Box to learn all about how the charity provides tents and other items to help 

people survive in areas hit by disasters. Cubs will be fundraising to support Shelter Box 

over the coming months.  
 

Scouts have been busy working towards their Environmental Conservation, Creative, 

Sports Enthusiast and Chef badges. Well done everyone! 
 

Explorers are looking to meet up with other Explorers from local groups to play 

sports together. They are also going to collaborate with the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Scheme to help some members achieve their Silver and Gold awards.  
 

These activities are all thanks to our wonderful team of volunteer leaders and assistant 

leaders, without whom we could not offer such a variety of experiences. 
 

We have recently recruited some great volunteers to help us run our groups but we 

are always in need of a few more! If you can spare a few hours a week to help us  

provide wonderful experiences for young people in Long Hanborough and Freeland 

please do get in touch. Send an email to Steve: gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out 

how you can get involved! 

Matthew Ruddle (Publicity Rep) 

 

 

FARMERS’ MARKET 

at the PRIMARY SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

 
 

SUNDAY 28th NOVEMBER 10am - 1pm 
 

We expect to host: 
 

Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray Bakes, Poulton Hill Wines,  

Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, The Mighty Pie Company, Team Tea,  

Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Bibury Trout Farm, Asian Foods & Chutneys,  

Knead Bakehouse, Flamingo Paperie, Plant Stall, Chocolate Stall,  

Cheese Stall, First & Last Mile CIC bus service, plus others. 
 

The school will be selling hot drinks and breakfast rolls. 
 

The October Market raised £110 for the Royal British Legion 

and a generous donation to the school for their charity. 
 

The next Market will be on Sunday 19th December  

at Freeland CE Primary School 



28 



29 

 

      

 

FREELAND HALL 

Friday 3rd December 
6.30pm 

 

Seasonal songs  
with Freeland Primary School 

 

Teddy Girls Chocolate Tombola  
 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served! 
 

Everyone welcome 
 

 

 

 

NORTH LEIGH HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Our December 7th meeting is taking place in St Mary’s Church, in Church Road, 

North Leigh OX29 6TX.  We have invited the Launton Handbell Ringers to get us 

into the Christmas spirit, and we hope you will join us to get the season off to a joyful 

start. We meet at 7.30pm as usual.  Members free, visitors £4.  
 

We do not meet in January and our first meeting in 2022 will be on February 1st at 

the Memorial Hall, North Leigh when Liz Woolley will be talking about Beer,  

Bangers and Marmalade.  
 

Further details are available from Diana Power (01993 882301) or Robert Kyte 

at kyterobert@gmail.com   We look forward to seeing you soon.   

Christmas Tree 

Lighting  

2021 
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Please choose your option and size, call or 
email, and we will be in touch a.s.a.p. 

 
HARDWOOD 

 

          Standard   £130    Large  £190 
 

Mixed Hardwood & Softwood 
Standard  £115   Large  £170 

 
 

Softwood 
 

          Standard   £95     Large   £135 
 

Net of Kindling  £3.50 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Hardwood        Softwood Offcuts 
 

STANDARD Load = Approx 1.5m3 
LARGE Load = Approx 2.3m3 

 

                   Free Local Delivery 

 

  



31 

 

FREELAND COMMUNITY BUS TIMETABLE 
 

EVERY THURSDAY.   £1 each way.  Or you can use your bus pass. 
 

  Outbound pickup: 

  Freeland Village Hall -------------------------- 10.00 am 

  Little Free Library – 138 Wroslyn Rd -----10.05 am  

  Nash Lane  ------------------------------------- 10.05 am 

  Freeland Primary School ---------------------10.05 am 
 

  With drop off at: 

  Waitrose car park, Witney 

  Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney 
 

  Return pickup: (30 minutes later than previously) 

  Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney ---------- 12.30 pm  

  Waitrose car park, Witney-----------------  12.40 pm 
 

  With drop off by request anywhere along Wroslyn Road 
 

  PLEASE WEAR A MASK THROUGHOUT THE JOURNEY 
 

  INFORMATION 

  For more information or to volunteer as a driver or helper please contact: 

  Cllr. Alaa Al-Yousuf – Bridleway End, The Green, Freeland OX29 8AP 

  T: 01993 880689   M: 07768 898914  E: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 
 

MORE DRIVERS AND HELPERS WANTED! 
 

Version 011 25/07/2021 

POPPY APPEAL 2021 

Thank you so much residents of Freeland, together we managed to 

raise a fantastic £1734.02 for the Poppy Appeal. The Royal British 

Legion will need every single penny raised this year, so a huge thanks 

to all who donated and a special thank you to the organisers of the 

Farmers’ Market for their support, Freeland Garden Centre for  

allowing a very popular static collection point, Freeland House, and 

Freeland School for donations made by the children and staff. 
 

This period of time is about Remembrance, and even if you were unable to donate and 

obtain a poppy this year, the most important thing is we have remembered those who 

have made sacrifices for us all. 
 

I would really like to thank the dedicated volunteers for their ongoing support.  It was 

wonderful to be back out collecting again, seeing both familiar faces and welcoming new 

supporters in the village.  
 

On behalf of the volunteers, we look forward to seeing you all again next year.  

Angela Spriggs 
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Nicola Ruddick MCFHP MAFHP 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

 

 Caring for feet of all ages in West Oxfordshire 

 •    Cutting and filing long or thickened toenails 
 •    Reducing hard skin and removing corns 
 •    Treating verrucas, fungal toenail infections, and ingrown toenails 
 •    Caring for the diabetic and high risk foot 
 

       www.nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       nicola@nicolaruddick.co.uk 
       07824 363601 

 

 

Livey’s Taxi 
 

Local & Regional 
Airports  ~  Stations 
 North Leigh based 

 
    4, 6 and 8 Seater Vehicles 

 

 Tel: 07979 507535 
 

Credit Cards Accepted 

Commercial & Residential 

High quality fencing that suits your requirements 
and budget 

Fully insured, we guarantee all our work. For a quote on  
your fencing requirements, call Freeland Fencing today 

07901 887 904       john@freelandfencing.co.uk 

•  Close Board Fencing 
 

•  Panel Fencing 
 

•  Trellis Fencing 
 

•  Wooden Gates 
 

•  Shed Installation 
 

•  Decking 
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IN NEED,  HARDSHIP  OR  DISTRESS?  
 

The EYNSHAM CONSOLIDATED CHARITY can make money grants, help to  

provide items, services, heating costs or back up help from other quarters,  

for people in Eynsham or Freeland. 
 

You can apply, either for yourself or for someone else who may be in need of help. 

Write to the Clerk, Robin Mitchell, at 20 High Street, Eynsham (OX29 4HB),  

or email  eynshamcharities@gmail.com.  

All enquiries are dealt with in absolute confidence. 
 

For more information visit Eynsham Online:  

www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk/Eynsham-Consolidated-Charity 

        FREELAND DISTRICT GIRLGUIDING 

        Covering Freeland, Long Hanborough &

        North Leigh. 
        Rainbows, Brownies and Guides units are currently  

        running in Long Hanborough & North Leigh and  

        although there are no units in Freeland, girls from there 

attend units in either Long Hanborough (Tuesday nights) or North Leigh (Thursday 

nights). 
 

We have had fun making bonfires on biscuits, helped out on the stall at Hanborough 

Fireworks selling out of all the light swords, wands etc , we have been baking, painting 

Remembrance stones and pictures as well taking part in Remembrance Services in Long 

Hanborough & North Leigh. 
 

One of our Rainbows, Florence, painted this  

wonderful picture of a field of poppies with soldiers 

all standing in a line. “Lest we Forget”    
 

For Christmas one week we are mixing ingredients 

for our Christmas Cake and then the following 

week decorating them, wrapping them in  

cellophane and ribbon as a gift for someone special 

all whilst listening to Christmas songs and playing 

party games.   
 

If you are interested in registering your daughter to 

join guiding for the first time, to go on our waiting 

lists, then please visit:  

https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/ 
 

Finally, we cannot run our units without adult  

volunteers so if you are interested in helping in any 

of our units please do contact us at:  

freelanddistrictguiding@btinternet.com or 

phone Wendy on 01993 883120 for more information.  
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FREELAND CRAFT CLUB 
 

We looked at Blackwork stitching in November. 

The intricate patterns used the “little grey cells” 

a bit but were eventually mastered & used to 

produce bookmarks and bunting! This month we 

will be making some “Christmassy” things - cards 

and decorations. Then we look forward to our New Year Party on 5th January 2022. 
 

We meet each Wednesday from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in the Newell Room of the 

Village Hall. There is a subscription of £1 per meeting to cover heating/lighting &  

booking fees. We hope that you will be able to join us some time - we are a friendly 

group and love to welcome new members, even if you can’t come every week. 
 

For further information, please contact: Helen Molden 01993 882305 or  

Margaret Wright 01993 881316 (margaret.wright160@gmail.com) 

Margaret Wright  

************************************* 

FREELAND GARDENING CLUB 
 

A very Happy New Year to all gardeners. We hope it will be an enjoyable and colourful 

one for all. The autumn colour this year has been spectacular. The trees seem to 

change in a short time to their wonderful oranges, yellows, rusts, etc.  The next step of 

course is that all the leaves have to come down! It is best not to leave them on a lawn 

too long, so sweep them up fairly often and pack them into bags to rot down in about  

2 years time. These can then be used as a mulch. It is also possible to mow over leaves 

which will break them up so that they rot quicker. 
 

The first frosts have left many annuals looking very sad so pull them up and put them 

on the compost heap. It is rather nice to have a general tidy up of the garden before 

the winter.  It is not too late to put in some more bulbs for spring colour. If you have 

one, it is a good time to clean the greenhouse inside and out. 
 

The large Amaryllis bulbs are in the shops now. They are very easy to grow, just leave 

half the bulb above the soil in a pot and water well. Children love seeing how fast they 

grow. 
 

The Club will have it’s first hall meeting on 22nd November with a talk by Roger 

Umpleby on ‘The Wonders of Wildflowers’. A report of this will be in the next  

Grapevine. 
 

There is no meeting in December. 
 

The first meeting of the New Year will be on Monday 31st January 2022 at 7.30pm 

in Freeland Hall. A new speaker Stuart Mabbutt will talk on ‘Wildlife in the Garden’. 

If you are new to the village do come along to our friendly Club. There is always a Plant 

and Gardening Items Sale table where the prices are very reasonable. After the speaker 

there are refreshments and a time to mingle and get to know one another. Come as a 

visitor first or join the Club straight away. The cost of membership will be explained to 

you then. 
 

For any further information contact Terry Jones on davidjones30@talktalk.net 
 

Janet Dalton (Publicity Secretary) 
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FAIRFIELD BUILDING SERVICES LIMITED 

We are a Freeland based company that aims to provide the highest  

quality Maintenance and Garden Design services to house owners. 

 

NO VAT. Free initial visit & quotation. The company is fully insured. 

All of the company’s maintenance work is covered by a six month  

guarantee period. Client References available on request. 

If you would like to discuss any of the above services, please call 
 

Tod Fairfield on (P) 01993 882217   (M) 07717 062512 - Thank you 

● Brickwork ● Re-pointing ● Garden Design 

● Stonework ● Patios and Paving ● Garden Maintenance 

● Redecorations ● Wall and floor tiling ● Fascias & gutters 

  

FIRM FIZZIQUE YOGA & PILATES 
FACE TO FACE CLASSES IN FREELAND VILLAGE HALL 

 

             TUESDAY - PILATES - 6.30pm 
 

                 TUESDAY - YOGA - 7.45pm 
 

       WEDNESDAY - PILATES - 9.30am    
 

    NEW CLASS THURSDAY - PILATES - 6.30pm 
 

              THURSDAY - YOGA - 7.30pm 
 

        FRIDAY  - FUZION YOGA & PILATES MIX  - 9.30am 
 

CLASSES ALSO HELD IN LONG HANBOROUGH & COMBE  
 

VISIT MY WEBSITE   WWW.FIRMFIZZIQUE.CO.UK  

 

FOR FULL CLASS TIMETABLE 
 

EMAIL: FIRMFIZZIQUE@BTINTERNET.COM  OR  CALL 07557 993201 
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We would like to invite you to the Village Hall to enjoy a traditional  
Christmas lunch on Christmas Eve.   

 

To help keep you safe in our festive space, our invitation this year is for 
those of you living alone, or are elderly and would like some company, or 
could accompany a neighbour/family member, or would find it difficult to 

provide or cook a traditional Christmas meal - then please come and join us. 
 

Please fill in the form below or email one of the team. 
 

Many thanks to all those who have offered to help so far. 
 

     Dear Christmas Lunch team, 
 

     I/We would love to attend the Christmas Lunch on 24th December 
 

     Please could you reserve ………. places. 
 

     Name: …………………………... Address: ……………………………………………. 
 

     Contact Tel: …………………… Email: ……………………………………………….. 
 

     Please return slips to or contact us for more information:  
 

     Julie Stuart-Thompson on 01993 880378 / julie.st@btinternet.com 
     Jane Linnell on 07437 330285 
     Ria and Graham Lay 139 Wroslyn Road 
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FREELAND SPEEDWATCH 
 

During the closure of Cuckoo Lane (8th-17th November) our  

Speedwatch Team was very active doing two sessions each day.  
 

During this time there was a 62% increase in the volume of  

traffic coming through Freeland with 9% of vehicles being  

reported for doing in excess of 35mph. Interestingly, this is the  

same percentage as before the closure. 
 

During the first three weeks of September, 5 vehicles were recorded doing more than 

50 mph (one at 63!!) but since 24th September the highest speed recorded has been 

48mph. Thank you for slowing down and a big thank you to each member of the team 

who are doing such a tremendous job. 
 

For the 440 people caught in the last couple of months, and for all our local residents, 

the message is clear - keep to the 30mph limit or you are likely to be caught! 
 

Roger Faulkner, Freeland Speedwatch Co-Ordinator  rogfner@aol.com 01993 622413 
 
 

********************************** 

BEAR & MONKEY 
Bear & Monkey know that all those of you who kindly bought their Lockdown calendar 

will soon be turning over to the last page. So they wanted to take this opportunity of 

thanking you once again for your generosity. The calendar raised £3,458 which  

provided more than 100 children with a nutritious meal, every day, for a month. Thank 

you. 
 

As we approach Christmas, Bear & Monkey are also pleased to announce that they will 

be taking part in this year’s Msizi Africa Christmas Quiz. This is a fun quiz, suitable for 

the whole family, and it will be on Wednesday 8th December from 6.30 - 8.30pm 

It’s all done via Zoom but you don’t need to download any software or anything – you 

just need to click on a link that you will be sent via e-mail. 
 

It's a team quiz – so no individual questions – and you can have as many people in your 

team as you like. Most teams have 2-6 people and quite a few Freeland residents  

already play. And, if you’d like to link up with family or friends elsewhere in the country 

that maybe you haven’t seen for a while, this is easily done by forming your own 

WhatsApp group for the evening. 
 

The donation that is asked for is £10 per 

person and this amount will feed a child for 

10 days over Christmas. If you would like 

to play –  or if you would just like to know 

more – then please contact me at: 

john.clark@msiziafrica.org.uk  

(or by telephone on 882127). 
 

Meanwhile may I join Bear & Monkey in 

wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas. 

Thank you. 

John Clark 
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OXFORDSHIRE TREESCAPES PROJECT 
The Oxfordshire Treescapes Project has launched! Our maps are now available to the 

public, and our reporting service will be available in the next few weeks. Visit our  

website at www.oxtrees.uk to see the full range of services we offer to farmers,  

landowners, community groups and policy makers.  
 

We are mapping the right places for trees 

The Oxfordshire Treescapes Project has created the Oxfordshire Treescape  

Opportunity Map, a powerful tool that shows the right places to establish treescapes 

for the right reasons. 
 

By treescapes we mean trees in all their forms, be that woodland, hedgerows,  

agroforestry systems, community orchards, street trees, gardens or public places. And 

by the right reason, we mean areas where farmers and landowners can maximise  

opportunities to harness the power of treescapes to address biodiversity loss, capture 

carbon, reduce flooding and contribute to human wellbeing. 
 

Now we are making our maps available to you 

If you are a farmer, landowner, community group or parish council, we can offer you a 

comprehensive range of services to help you decide where and why to introduce 

treescapes. You can view our maps online or request a detailed report on your land or 

parish. 

The Oxfordshire Treescapes Project is run by GrowGreenCarbon in partnership with 

Oxford University’s Environmental Change Institute. As a charity, we are committed to 

ensuring that the services we provide are accessible to all. 
 

********************************** 

BEFSA UPDATE 
 

Quiz Night in the Freeland Hall - 29th January 2022 
 

Many thanks to all who have supported my fundraising by  

buying cards at the Freeland Market - see you at the next  

markets 28th November and 19th December.  
 

Although we are unable to complete all our normal work programme with schools in 

Oxfordshire and their partners in the Eastern Cape, we are continuing to improve the 

lives of the school children in Adelaide by financing a daily meal/feeding programme.  
 

Our next fundraiser therefore will be really important as our reserves are getting low. 

It is a difficult time for charities both large and small, that rely on events as their main 

source of income.                                      Julie Stuart-Thompson   www.BEFSA.org 

 

HANBOROUGH & FREELAND RUNNING GROUP 
 

FOR 18 TO 99 YEAR OLDS, EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

ENJOYABLE, WEEKLY, FREE,  
PEER-LED RUNNING GROUPS 

 

For info: HanFree-run@outlook.com 
 

https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run  
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Freeland Pre-School provide high quality pre-school education for 2- to 5-year-olds. 

We are a small, friendly and welcoming Pre-school, with a large outdoor space. Our 

pre-school is situated within the grounds of Freeland Primary School and enjoys strong 

links with the school, which in turn aids a smooth transition for children into the  

foundation stage class, with whom we share a garden.  

Freeland Pre-school is committed to safeguarding. 
 

We can take children for half day sessions or full days from 8.45am - 3.15pm, term 

time only. We offer funding for 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds for 15 hours or 30 hours. 
 

Pricing: am or pm sessions £15,  Full day £30  

Early bird session starting at 8.45am £2.50.  
 

Pre-school activities 
 

We have celebrated many festivals this term: Diwali, Bonfire night and Remembrance. 

The children made diva lamps, did a splatter painting fireworks picture and made  

a poppy. 
 

Of course we will also be celebrating Christmas this month, we have two upcoming 

Christmas parties, with parents. We will be visiting the church for a Christmas service. 
 

T: 01993 882945   E: freelandpg@hotmail.co.uk   www.freelandschool.org 
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ALUMINIUM CAN COLLECTION 
Thank you for continuing to support the aluminium collection. It is raising some much 

appreciated funds for Freeland Pre-School.  
 

Please crush all cans as much as possible. It reduces the amount of contact needed with 

the cans (Covid Safety) and saves a massive amount of space which makes each trip 

more profitable too.  Drinks cans only please. 
 

Address for drop offs:  10 The Blowings, OX29 8HY 
 

Please place cans in the large galvanised bin at the end of the road near the entrance to 

the wood. The galvanised bin does have a lid, so I advise bringing some hand sanitiser to 

further reduce any risks.        andre_woodward@yahoo.co.uk 
 

******************************** 

OUT-OF-HOURS HIGHWAYS SERVICE IS UP & RUNNING 
A new telephone number (01223 849731) has been launched for Oxfordshire  

residents to call for urgent out of hours highways related issues. 
 

People can now report a highways matter to Oxfordshire County Council outside  

normal office hours – including evenings, weekends and bank holidays – if there are 

concerns about it causing an accident or damaging property. The call adviser will  

discuss the urgency of the issue and take appropriate action as required. 
 

Councillor Glynis Phillips, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for  

Corporate Services, said: “It is so important that people can access help with urgent matters 

whenever they need it, and this new out-of-hours telephone number will mean help is available 

at all times of the day.” 
 

During normal working hours, people should continue to call the council’s  

customer service centre on 0345 310 1111. 
 

If the situation is potentially life threatening, people should call emergency services on 

999. 
 

Councillor Tim Bearder, OCC’s Cabinet Member for Highways Management, said: “In 

my division we recently had a large tree fall down in the middle of the night completely  

blocking the road. These things can happen at any time, so it is great news that there is now 

an emergency number for people to call when they need to report an issue urgently.” 
 

For highways issues that do not require immediate action, residents are encouraged to 

use the Fix My Street app (https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/) or complete 

an online form (https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/contactus/contact-highways-

team). 

 

 ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE GRAPEVINE are available in the 

 Church Porch, which is open 9am to 4pm seven days a week.   
 

 You can also pick up copies at the Oxfordshire Yeoman during their regular hours 

 of Monday 5 - 11pm; Wednesdays - Fridays Noon - 3pm & 5pm - 11pm/late;  

 Saturdays Noon - late; and Sundays Noon - 7pm. 
 

 Also inside, just to the left of the front door of the Long Hanborough Co-op,  

 on the bottom of the alternative newspaper stand rack. 
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FIRST AND LAST MILE CIC 
 

The new community minibus service linking  

Freeland with Hanborough and Eynsham will  

be running from Tuesday 4th January 2022. 
 

Every 2 hours Monday to Friday offering connections at Eynsham Church with the  

Stagecoach S1 and a direct service to Hanborough Station. It will include a service to 

and from Bartholomew School.  
 

We will be at the Farmers’ Market at Freeland CE Primary School on  

Sunday 28th November if you have questions or comments on the new service.  
 

Our buses are low floor and driven by volunteers. We are looking for more volunteers 

for a range of roles such as driving, publicity and cleaning.  
 

If you would like to join us please phone 0758 492 7050 and ask for David Miles or 

contact us on: info.firstandlastmile@gmail.com 
 

For more information and timetables www.firstandlastmile.org.uk 
 

********************************* 

COMBE MILL - CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Please don’t forget to come and support us at the Mill!! 
Saturday 11th December, 11am to 4pm  
 

It is nearly that time of year again ..... so why not come & share in  

the Christmas atmosphere, at the last fundraiser of the year for 

Combe Mill. 
 

There will be a range of stalls selling a whole selection of items to fill Christmas  

stockings - or tummies! Hot and cold food on offer from our BBQ and tea room, along 

with Mulled Wine, hot chestnuts and never ending supply of tea/coffee/cake/mince pies. 

Our very own gift shop will be selling some items made by our blacksmiths - unique 

presents made with love and a bit of hard work on the anvils in our forge. 
 

The raffle will have lovely prizes giving you something to look forward to in 2022.  

A 4-ball Golfing day, a meal and pud at the Oxfordshire Yeoman, a family day out at 

Blenheim, a family day out at the Bus Museum, a gin tour at TOAD, Beer from Little 

Ox Brewery and other prizes. We will of course add a family pass for our very own 

Mill and a Blacksmith Experience - who could want to win more for just a £1 a ticket 

gamble. Please let us know if you would like some tickets. 
 

For a very small charge, Santa and his elf friends will have set up a story telling grotto in 

the Foreman's office, we are pretty sure the children/grandchildren will enjoy this  

thoroughly - Santa's sack of gifts has been kindly sponsored by our Mill neighbours at 

Burnside Partnership, for which we are really grateful. 
 

We would like to put some magic back in to a traditional Christmas experience, for 

visitors of all ages and make some valuable income for the Mill. 
 

See you there!!  www.combemill.org                                  Julie Stuart-Thompson  -  Director 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=210337499399058&set=a.112046929228116&type=3&source=11&referrer_profile_id=100012684279354
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THE UNACCEPTED FREELAND RAMBLERS    7/11/2021 
 

Well after last month’s Ramble, the post box was bursting with  

letters asking how we do what we do in all weathers and always  

with big smiles!  
 

Quotes we’ve had, include Noel Coward quipping ‘I like long  

walks’…..’especially when they’re taken by people I dislike.’ 

And I’m sure Dento once said: “A journey is best measured in  

friends, rather than miles”, wise words indeed from our esteemed ex-leader! 
 

How many friends (old and new) will come along on our next Ramble? Find out by  

joining us on Sunday 5th December at 10am outside the Yeoman.  

All Welcome. 

Your friendly field marshall 
 

********************************* 

FREELAND WI 
 

Our November meeting was a fun filled evening with three different activities for  

members to enjoy. We were delighted to welcome Rachael and Lily from Renaissance 

in Long Hanborough who were kept busy providing mini beauty treatments. Members 

could choose from a variety of treatments ranging from a nail shape and polish to a 

neck and shoulder massage.  
 

Our other two activities focused on Christmas. Members enjoyed  making Christmas 

crackers and also taste tested a  range of mince pies. There were some surprises in the 

results; according to our members most expensive is not always best!  
 

One of our members showed the shoeboxes which she had assembled for the 

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal. These included items donated by our members.  
 

Freeland WI normally meets on the second Monday of the month in the Village Hall, 

starting at 8pm and finishing around 10pm. We look forward to welcoming visitors 

and new members at our meetings. If you have been thinking about joining WI now 

could be the time to give us a try. We are a varied group with a wide range of  

interests. One trait that unites us is that we are friendly and welcoming to visitors.  
 

Please contact our secretary Rosie if you would like to discuss joining us as a visitor or 

to become a member. We would love to see you. 
 

Further information is available on our website: 

https://freelandwiuk.wixsite.com/freelandwi or on our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/freelandwi 
 

Alternatively please contact our secretary Rosie James on 01993 881997  

or email freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk  

 THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET CO-OPERATIVE 
 Witney   08.30 - 13.30      Fri 26 Nov      Fri 17 Dec     Fri 28 Jan 

 Woodstock   08.30 - 13.00      Sat  4 & 18 Dec             Sat  1& 16 Jan  

 Details of other Farmers’ Markets at www.tvfm.org.uk 
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CPRE Oxfordshire Flooding and Pollution Report – a survey of 

Oxfordshire’s Town & Parish Councils, 2021 

Findings show that at least 17% of towns & parishes in Oxfordshire experience flooding 

problems and at least 20% of towns & parishes experience issues with sewage/sewerage 

infrastructure. 

CPRE Oxfordshire wants to see: 

 • Thames Water setting out clear measures to address the issues raised in this report, 

    including targets and investment commitments. 

 • Local MPs supporting the Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill and the Environment Bill  

    to ensure water companies are legally bound to stop discharging raw sewage into 

    the ocean and rivers. 

 • Oxfordshire Plan 2050 to ensure all new developments demonstrate that their  

    associated infrastructure will either maintain or improve water quality, not add to  

    the risk of flooding, and be in place before the site is occupied. 

 • The river Thames to achieve Bathing Water designation. 
 

CPRE Oxfordshire has produced an interactive map highlighting where the issues are, 

view the map and download the report from our website: www.cpreoxon.org.uk 

Did your Town or Parish Council respond? If not, you can let us know what flooding 

and/or sewage issues your neighbourhood is facing.  

Contact  campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vacancy: CPRE Oxfordshire Planning Coordinator 

Could you help strengthen countryside voices in planning? 

Countryside charity CPRE Oxfordshire is looking for a part-time Planning  

Co-ordinator. Could that be you? £25k pro rata, 15 hrs a week, two year contract.  

Based from home or our Branch Office in Watlington.  Apply by CV & Covering letter 

to: administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk   T: 01491 612079 

For more info see our website: www.cpreoxon.org.uk 
 

********************************* 

Rotary Club of Eynsham - Christmas Santa 
Due to the continuing situation with Covid, we have decided not to take Santa on tour 

around the streets of local villages, but we have not abandoned him completely. 

Santa and his sleigh will be attending the Eynsham Primary School Christmas event on 

26th November and Lighting Up Eynsham on 3 December.  We hope to attend  

various other school events and are planning to escort Santa to various strategic  

locations in and around Eynsham and villages where he will be happy to see as many 

children (of all ages!) as possible. 

Details of when and where you can find him will be published in Eynsham Online 

(https://eynsham-pc.gov.uk/) nearer the time. We will be collecting for international 

and local charities such as Yellow Submarine, the Day Centre and our local schools. 
 

P.S. – Santa is looking for new quarters for his sleigh and reindeer.  If anyone has, or 

knows of a space about the size of a small caravan, preferably under cover, in or around 

the Eynsham area that could be made available please do get in touch with  

Terry Glossop:  terryglossop@hotmail.co.uk 
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DO YOU THINK YOUR VILLAGE SHOULD HAVE A 20mph LIMIT? 
Oxfordshire County Council are now exploring ways we can reduce speeds in our 

communities & simplifying the process for 20mph roads for those areas that want them.  
 

For this reason, I have now launched a consultation for residents living within one of 

the 8 villages in my division (Minster Lovell, Crawley, Leafield, Hailey, Ramsden, North 

Leigh, Freeland or Long Hanborough) to get your feedback. This will remain open 

until Monday 31st January 2022 and I will then 

report back to Parish Councils to discuss the  

consultation results.  
 

        or           let me know here: 
 

https://www.liam-walker.com/have-your-say 

or write to me at: Liam Walker, County Councillor, 

Oxfordshire County Council, County Hall,  

New Road Oxford, OX1 1ND.  
 

******************************* 

    EYNSHAM MEDICAL GROUP UPDATE 
 

    Long Hanborough Surgery have been adding Covid booster  

    vaccination clinics on Fridays and Saturdays up to the end of  

    November. 
 

    All vaccination appointments available to book will be on line (the  

        ideal and quickest way) or by contacting reception on 01993 881330  

PLEASE NOTE that the separate special vaccination phone line is no longer operating. 
 

If booking via Patient Access (https://www.patientaccess.com/) or the NHS App or 

website (https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/online-services/nhs-log-in/) these  

services may not show dates for the Long Hanborough Surgery but alternatives at  

other locations. It does not mean that the Surgery has stopped vaccinations but that 

there are no appointments available at that time. These are added when it is known 

when vaccines will be delivered to the surgery, so check back regularly until  

appointments are showing and you will be able to make one then. 
 

******************************* 

YES, YOU CAN! 
“You can Run” is our “Couch to 5k” programme designed especially for new and 

returning runners. 
 

In a small, friendly group with the help of our qualified England Athletics Leaders in 

Running Fitness, we’ll take you through a fun and confidence-building ten-week course 

to prove you can run five kilometres. 
 

The next course starts on Saturday 8 January 2022 at 9am at The Pavilion in 

Eynsham.  The booking page will go live on 1 November 2021. 
 

For more details and to reserve your place now, please visit our website:  

eynshamroadrunners.org.uk or email us at eynsham.err@gmail.com 
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Every Elf Needs a Shelf 

 
Eddie the Elf has lost his friends, can you help to 

find them? 

On a route around Hanborough, there will be elves 

in windows for you to find along with a letter 
 

 Copy the letter down to create 

a Christmas word!  

*Prizes to be won* 

Purchase your trail maps at 

Hanborough Co-op between the 

11th December - 31st December 
 

All proceeds go towards Hanborough Pre-School 
 

If travelling from outside of Hanborough, please use  

the car park at Hanborough Pre-School 
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 WOODSTOCK AND DISTRICT u3a 

Mid-November saw our first so-called 'hybrid' meeting, 

based on Woodstock Community Centre but also  

available on-line. A score of members attended in  

person, keeping socially distant and, sadly, foregoing the 

usual post-talk refreshments.  
 

Under the title 'Wheelpower', Chris Rattenbury, a former Paralympian and powerlifter, 

provided an enlightening and cheering look at how sporting activities for the disabled 

have been opened up, thanks to the introduction of mobility aids.  Highlight of his 

presentation was undoubstedly the passing round the audience of the speaker's own 

Olympic torch 
 

Our final speaker this year, on Tuesday 7th December will be Lizzie Rowe, talking 

on 'Art as Therapy'.   
 

After a seasonal break, monthly meetings resume on Tuesday 7th February, the 

speaker Alan Jones with another intriguing title – 'Some Body Like You',  As always, 

check the Branch's website for ate details of time and venue of these monthly meetings 

and other events already scheduled for 2022. 
 

A reminder that whatever obstacles Covid and new technology may throw in the way 

of our speaker meetings, the score of Interest Groups thrive. Many, including those 

doughty Recorder Players, who previously met in the Ryegrass common room, have 

migrated to the Guide & Scout hut in Woodstock's central car park.  
 

More detail at www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock. 

Chris Sladen 

********************************** 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

W  24 Nov Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

Th 25 Nov Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 

Su 28 Nov Farmers’ Market - Freeland CE Primary School 10am - 1pm 

W    1 Dec Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

Th   2 Dec Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 

F      3 Dec Christmas Tree Lighting Event - Village Hall - 6.30pm 

Su    5 Dec Unaccepted Freeland Ramblers - walking at 10am from the Yeoman 

Tu  7 Dec The Cake Café + Knead Bakehouse, Village Hall 9am - 11.30am 

W       8 Dec Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

Th   9 Dec Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 

Th  9 Dec Freeland Grapevine - January edition deadline day 

Sa   11 Dec Combe Mill Christmas Market 11am - 4pm   combemill.co.uk 

W 15 Dec Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste collection 

Th 16 Dec Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 

Su  19 Dec Farmers’ Market - Freeland CE Primary School 10am - 1pm 

M  20 Dec Freeland Parish Council Meeting, Newell Room, 7.30pm  

W 22 Dec Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 

Th 23 Dec Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 

W 23 Dec Green Week: recycling + food waste  NO garden waste collection today 

Th 30 Dec Freeland Community Bus Freeland-Witney-Freeland - see page 31 
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

DIRTY CARPETS?  GRUBBY UPHOLSTERY?  Friendly, Local  

Service.  Unbeatable Rates. Call GRIMEBUSTERS - 01993 868924 
 

ART CLASSES, online and in community rooms, enjoyable and supportive,  

reasonably priced, experienced tutor. For details contact Gabriele. 

Email: gabrielekern31@gmail.com  
 

BLUNT KNIVES? All types of knives, wood chisels, axes, secateurs, hedge  

trimmers, shears, mower blades etc sharpened to original specifications.  

Contact “Sharpedge”, Graham Lay 01993 881464 
 

COUNTRY FISH & CHIPS Freshly cooked Fish and Chips in Freeland every 

Thursday night from 6.45 - 7.15pm on Wroslyn Road near the junction with the 

A4095. Tel: 07791 459 849 
 

MUSIC TEACHER has vacancies for Piano, Flute and Recorder lessons, 7 years 

upwards, Adults welcome. Contact jane.duff17@gmx.com 01993 880623 
 

*************************************** 

The deadline for articles or adverts for the January Grapevine is  

Thursday 9th December.  The January edition should be in the church porch and 

online at: www.freelandoxon.co.uk from Friday 17th December. 
 

We welcome handwritten or typed articles and adverts. However, if at all possible, 

please send by email, formatted to fit an A5 magazine - it will certainly help to reduce 

the number of our mistakes!  The font we use is Gill Sans MT at 10 point.  
 

If submitting electronically please use Word or Publisher, not PDFs as they are  

incompatible with Microsoft Publisher which we use for the Grapevine. 

Photographs should be JPGs or PNGs, again not PDFs. 
 

The cost of a Small Advertisement is 20p per word. Please make cheques payable to 

‘FREELAND GRAPEVINE’. Contact Kenny Wylie about costs for other adverts. 

1/3rd page size is 60mm high x 127mm wide, 1/2 page size is 90mm high x 127mm wide 
 

Adverts: grapevineadverts@gmail.com  

Articles:  freelandgrapevine@gmail.com 
 

Or mail: Kenny Wylie,1 Blenheim Lane, Freeland, Witney OX29 8AW  01993 883245 
 

Note Please put your name and telephone number on any submission in case we need 

to contact you.  These will only be printed if requested by you. 

 

The editor reserves the right to edit all copy.  

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information, liability cannot be  
accepted for any errors or omissions in compiling this magazine.  

Neither the Church, the Editor nor the Printer assume responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.  

The presence of an advertisement in the Grapevine does not constitute a recommendation  

by the editors regarding the goods or services advertised.  
We are not able to publish any correspondence between tradespersons or other organisations  

placing adverts in the Grapevine and their customers in the event of dispute  

We do not endorse any articles, reports or suggestions in the Grapevine. 
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